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GREAT LITTLE PLACES

Gift Vouchers

Give an extra special GIFT this year.
From country houses to boutique boltholes and cosy B&Bs,  
Great Little Places’ members are all different, but they  
offer the same thing – genuine Welsh hospitality.
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This year, why not treat a loved one to a gift experience at one 
of our unique venues by giving them a Great Little Places gift 
voucher towards an unforgettable stay? Monetary vouchers start 
from £25 and Gift Experience vouchers start from £100 and are 
valid for 12 months.

Wherever and whenever you decide to visit,  
you’re guaranteed a warm Welsh welcome. 
Gift vouchers /  
Downloadable e-vouchers from £25
Gift Experiences from £100
For more information little-places.co.uk 
Email  info@little-places.co.uk 
Tel +44 (0)1570 470785

E-vouchers  

available for  

last minute  

presents.
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WELCOME... 
OR AS WE  
SAY IN WALES 
– ‘CROESO’
 
Since we launched the scheme in 1994 we’ve travelled countless 
thousands of miles the length and breadth of Wales to seek out the 
very best small hotels, inns, farmhouses, restaurants with rooms 
and guest houses. GLPs are the kind of places in which we like  
to stay. We hope that you get as much pleasure from discovering 
them as we did. 

Great Little Places enjoys a reputation in 
Britain and worldwide as the collection 
of small and friendly places to stay in 
Wales. Small is beautiful – but such 
places, unlike the best hotels (which are 
listed in almost every guidebook), are 
much more difficult to find. Locating small 
establishments that really stand out 
from the huge choice is much more of a 
challenge – but it’s what GLP is all about.

Like most respected guidebooks, the 
contents of GLP represent a personal 
selection. Membership of the scheme is by 
invitation only. If you think along the same 
lines as us, you’ll love Great Little Places. 

So what did we look for when we 
selected our members? We looked for 
hosts with personality, enthusiasm 
and uncompromising informed 
awareness of the needs of today’s more 
discriminating travellers. We looked 
for characterful buildings, beautiful 
locations, houses with a sense of 
history, warm welcomes and relaxing 
atmospheres. We looked for comfortable 

accommodation and superior standards 
without snobbery or strained formality.

We appreciate attention to detail and those 
little touches – the fresh flowers, the fluffy 
towels, the log fires, the well-stocked 
libraries – that separate the best from the 
rest. Another great strength of the scheme 
is its variety, for with Little Places you’ll 
find quality in farmhouses or restaurants 
with rooms, country inns or coastal 
hideaways, B&Bs or guest houses. And this 
year, yet again, we have unearthed some 
stunning newcomers whose standards 
rival those of the finest country hotels.

This wide choice is reflected in the price. 
GLPs range from an inexpensive £55 per 
night for a double room to over £290 at 
the luxury end of the market. But it’s value 
for money that counts, and we believe 
that you won’t find finer accommodation, 
pound for pound, anywhere else in 
Wales (or Britain for that matter).

 
Go on, take a look.
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Book your next stay online at little-places.co.uk 
Enquire directly with Great Little Places on  
0800 103 2660 / info@little-places.co.uk
Contact properties directly, see listings from page 10.

BOOKINGS  
& ENQUIRIES

PAGE ICONS  
On each member’s page there are icons giving you  
a guideline as to some of the features available.

Dogs Welcome

Family Friendly**

Dining Available*

WiFi 

Small Meeting Facilities

SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER

STAY UP TO DATE WITH THE LATEST NEWS, OFFERS, 
COMPETITIONS AND LAST-MINUTE AVAILABILITY.

WelshRarebits@rarebits welshrarebitswelshrarebitshotels

*Dining – It is advisable to book a table for dinner prior to 
your stay. Some properties may only offer evening meals on 
request or with prior arrangement. **Families – restrictions 
may apply. There may be an age limit below which children 
cannot be accommodated. 

Please check directly with the property at the time of booking. Whilst every 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy in this publication, Great Little 
Places can accept no liability whatsoever for any errors, inaccuracies or 
omissions, or for any matter in any way connected with or arising out of the 
publication of the information.  

Electric Car Charging
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JOIN OUR CLUB
We value your loyalty and would be delighted if we could offer  
you our Rare Rewards and other brand benefits.

You can earn rewards through collecting points by booking your 
accommodation directly with us, receive regular offers and discounts, 
exclusive competitions and monthly prize draws, sale previews  
and upgrade membership tiers through collecting points when 
booking with us. 

Go straight to the top with our Platinum Membership and  
receive all of our standard benefits plus exclusive rewards 
throughout the year, loyalty card, birthday gift and free room 
upgrades*. You will also be able to load your gift voucher  
credit onto your card with unlimited expiry.

RARE  
REWARDS

*Subject to availability, T&Cs apply. 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN JOIN OUR CLUB: 
Go to www.little-places.co.uk/rare-rewards and  
sign up by completing our online form. Sign up

Part of The Welsh Rarebits Collection 07
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What’s ‘The Wales Way’?  You could say it’s the way we welcome our 
visitors, the way in which we manage to pack in so many experiences, 
sights and sounds into such a small country.

The North Wales Way
The Coastal Way
The Cambrian Way

Actually, The Wales Way is an engaging road 
map created by Visit Wales. It brings you up 
close and personal to all of the above – our 
hospitality, our castles, National Parks and 
outdoor activities, and a lot more besides.

Let us explain. The Wales Way is a national 
route made up of three journeys —  
The Cambrian Way that takes you through  
our mountainous heartland, The Coastal Way 
along out western shores, and The North 
Wales Way through castle country.

The routes criss-cross, so you can mix and 
match your journey depending on where you 
are and what you want to see. They’re also 
flexible, further encouraging you to create 
your own custom-made itinerary by taking 
off-route detours to experience Wales in  
its totality. 
 

For more information go to:
www.visitwales.com/inspire-me/wales-way

THE  
WALES  
WAY     
By Roger Thomas
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THE  
NORTH 
WALES WAY
By Roger Thomas

Here, we focus on The North Wales Way, 
which runs along the northern coast from the 
Wales/England border to the Isle of Anglesey. 
The 75-mile/120km road trip takes in some  
of the mightiest castles in the world, and 
seaside resorts like classic, timeless 
Llandudno. It also serves as the northern 
gateway to Snowdonia, the UK’s adventure 
and activities hub. Journey’s end is the Isle  
of Anglesey, an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty laden with ancient history. 

A journey through time
The North Wales Way, although relatively 
short, packs a big historic punch. Travel  
along this old trading route once used by  
the Romans and you’ll encounter sites and 
monuments from every period of Wales’s  
busy history. 

St Winefride’s Well, Holywell, and St Asaph 
Cathedral take us back to the Age of Saints. 
Medieval Wales makes a grandstand 
appearance in the shape of castles, the most 
celebrated of which – Beaumaris, Caernarfon 
and Conwy – are UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites. They’re the cream of a crop that 
includes Flint, Rhuddlan and Bangor’s 
Penrhyn Castle. On Anglesey it’s back to the 
very beginning at the island’s remarkable 
collection of prehistoric sites.

A cultural journey 
North-west Wales is a stronghold of the 
Welsh language. You’ll hear it used every day 
in shops and on the streets, along of course 
with English. This lyrical language, one of 
Europe’s oldest living tongues, underpins the 
rich culture and heritage that gives Wales its 
distinctive personality. It’s good fun to dip  
into the language and get your mouth around 
pronunciations (ask a local for help if you’re 
stuck). The effort’s well worth it, even if you 
manage to speak only a few words like 
shwmae (hello), diolch (thanks) and iechyd  
da (cheers).

A family-friendly journey
This compact, manageable route is tailor-
made for travellers with children. There’s a 
wealth of places to visit, including innovative 
all-action attractions offering inland surfing 
and ziplining, together with multiple award-
winners like GreenWood Family Park and the 
Anglesey Sea Zoo. And let’s not forget that 
you’re beside the sea, with a bucket-and-
spade full of fine beaches ideal for picnicking, 
paddling and sandcastle building.

Part of The Welsh Rarebits Collection 09
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NORTH
 
Mount Snowdon – Yr Wyddfa in Welsh – rears its head  
above all else. The highest summit in Wales and England 
gives its name to the Snowdonia National Park. But this big, 
bold 845-square-mile Park means more than mountains.  
The team that first conquered Everest might have trained 
here, but you’ll find a less macho Snowdonia amongst its 
sheltered valleys, oakwoods, scenic lakes and sandy coastline. 
So white-knuckle climbers and laid-back country walkers 
will all find what they want on Snowdonia’s 2,000 miles  
of routes and paths. The National Park is by no means the 
north’s only attraction. There are also three protected  
‘Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty’ – the coastlines 
fringing the Isle of Anglesey and Llŷn Peninsula, and grassy, 
rolling hills along the borderland Clwydian Range and  
Dee Valley. With so much natural beauty it’s little wonder  
that North Wales has become the UK’s activities capital.  
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16 Tŷ Bae Isle of Anglesey

H19086 GLP 2020 FINAL A_W.indd   10H19086 GLP 2020 FINAL A_W.indd   10 23/01/2020   15:0923/01/2020   15:09



Part of The Welsh Rarebits Collection  11  

HOLYHEAD

LLŶN 
PENINSULA

WREXHAM

CONWY

Mt. SNOWDON

MENAI 
BRIDGE

HORSESHOE PASS

HALEN MÔN
BODNANT

CADER IDRIS

COED Y BRENIN
BIKING

LLANDUDNO PIER

ERDDIG

SNOWDONIA

 TALYLLYN RAILWAY

AQUEDUCT 
PONTCYSYLLTE 

04

01

02

07

12 13

15

14
09

08
06

10

16

05

03

11

H19086 GLP 2020 FINAL A_W.indd   11H19086 GLP 2020 FINAL A_W.indd   11 23/01/2020   15:0923/01/2020   15:09



 
ESCAPE 
Llandudno 

48 Church Walks, Llandudno LL30 2HL    
info@escapebandb.co.uk  
 
 
 

Rooms  9 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £105 for 2 
Hosts  Sam Nayar & Gaenor Loftus  

This charming Victorian country house couldn’t 
be better located for exploring southern 
Snowdonia. Not that you have to travel at all 
to enjoy its surroundings. Afon Rhaiadr loosely 
means the ‘house by the river and waterfall’. 
And, indeed, there is a waterfall (and pool) 
within the beautiful grounds accessible by a 
woodland walk. Luxuriant outdoors are paired 
with luxurious interiors. Plushly decorated and 
furnished throughout, with chandeliers and 
an eclectic mix of Victorian and Edwardian 
antiques, Afon Rhaiadr remains true to its 
roots. Sumptuous bedrooms come with 
gleaming bathrooms, there’s a conservatory 
and cosy drawing room, and dinner (by prior 
arrangement) is served in a candlelit dining 
room. The gardens, with plentiful seating, 
are a joy – just the place for an alfresco 
afternoon tea. Dolgellau is only three miles 
away, and many of Snowdonia’s classic 
sights and attractions are on the doorstep.

 
AFON RHAIADR 
Dolgellau 

Bontnewydd, Dolgellau LL40 2AH    
enquiries@afonrhaiadr.co.uk 
 
 
 

Rooms  5 (4 en-suite, 1 private)
B&B from £95 for 2 
Hosts  Gareth & Gina Ritchie

02

Remember the B&Bs of old? Now you can 
bin them. Escape a shining example of how 
things should be done as a ‘B&B beside the 
sea’ fit for 21st-century purposes. You’ll 
like the look of Escape’s creamy, candy-like 
exterior, a confection of all things Victorian. 
But the queen from that particular era would 
be shocked and awed by what lies within. 
Llandudno’s best boutique bolthole ticks 
all style boxes. Each of its nine rooms is an 
individual creation. Escape is funky, sexy, 
funny, eclectic, cheeky, trendy, glamorous, 
exotic, quirky and knowingly retro when it 
has to be. The rooms’ names – for example, 
Urban Cool, Calm & Light, Retro Red – give you 
more of an idea of what to expect. They come 
equipped with all the latest gizmos, while the 
bathrooms are the last word in luxury. Escape 
is the brainchild of Gaenor and Sam, affable 
and unflappable hosts. Not your typical B&B. 
Who said Llandudno is just for coach parties?

01 Book Direct 0808 198 9440Book Direct 0808 198 9435
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Ffynnon Townhouse is an archetypal Great Little 
Place. With just four stylish double rooms and 
two super-indulgent suites, it’s small enough to 
feel cosy and intimate, yet large enough to lose 
yourselves in. It’s a grand Victorian pile, with 
airily high ceilings and huge windows, but the 
interior is all about cool contemporary style and 
the highest quality finishes. It’s a perfect spot for 
a relaxing weekend full of fresh mountain air and 
fueled by Bernhard’s award-winning cooking. 
The Emily suite, our favourite room situated on 
the top floor, has a luxurious roll top tub, modern 
shower, original fireplace and super-king bed. 
All the rooms are deceptively spacious with 
sumptuous bathrooms. There are indulgent 
chaise longues and feature light fittings, and 
there’s even a pillow menu and a private hot tub 
in the garden for guests use. Breakfast is a 
gastronomic occasion; the eggs benedict with 
smoked salmon, and delicious pancakes are  
the perfect base layer for a mountain hike.  

 
FFYNNON  
TOWNHOUSE 
Dolgellau
Love Lane, Dolgellau LL40 1RR 
info@ffynnontownhouse.com 
 
 
 

Rooms  6 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £160 for 2 
Hosts  Angela & Bernhard Lanz

03 Book Direct 0800 103 2587

Remember the unprepossessing seaside 
B&Bs of old? Well, now you can forget them. 
Fron Haul sets the standards for homely yet 
stylish B&Bs beside-the-sea. You can’t really 
get closer to Cardigan Bay. Most of Fron 
Haul’s rooms have amazing sea views – and 
picture windows that make the most of them. 
The location is spot-on too, in the charming 
little resort and sailing centre of Aberdyfi 
– it’s one of our favourites – backed by the 
mountains of Mid Wales. Your hosts Reeve 
and Susie Waldock have created a quietly 
luxurious place to stay, with contemporary 
rooms that have all the latest comforts and 
facilities, including big beds, large showers, 
goose feather pillows and widescreen TVs 
(but watching the sun going down over the 
bay is far better than EastEnders). So it’s 
fair to say that Fron Haul is not your typical 
B&B – they even serve you breakfast in bed.

 
FRON HAUL 
Aberdyfi 

7 Glandyfi Terrace, Aberdyfi LL35 0EB    
stay@fronhaul-aberdovey.co.uk   
 
 
 

Rooms  5 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £55 for 2 
Hosts  Reeve & Susie Waldock

04 Book Direct 0808 198 9441
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Your hosts Glyn and Corina have been friends 
of Great Little Places for many years. We met 
them when they were both managing very 
successful hotels, and we’re delighted to report 
that this hospitable, professional couple have 
now struck out on their own. Their gorgeous 
Georgian guest house is in the pretty southern 
Snowdonia village of Pennal between Aberdyfi 
and Machynlleth (it’s the ultimate coast and 
country location). It’s furnished and decorated 
in a contemporary, understated way, with 
soothing colours, artworks, lush fabrics and 
period features such as wooden shutters, 
wall panelling and cast-iron fireplaces. But 
that’s just half of the story. The enterprising 
couple also run Glan yr Afon/Riverside, a 
stylish – and very popular – restaurant based 
at the village’s 16th-century inn. Breakfast is 
served here (it’s just a two minute walk from 
Llety Brynawel) – and we’re confident that 
you’ll be back for lunch or dinner. Or both.

 
LLETY BRYNAWEL 
Aberdyfi 

Tower Road, Pennal SY20 9DP    
info@lletybrynawel.co.uk   
 
 
 

Rooms  4 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £85 for 2
Hosts  Glyn & Corina Davies

Book Direct 0808 198 944305

Here’s the perfect example of a contemporary 
country inn, combining the character of a 
bygone era with all the comforts and goodies 
that today’s discerning travellers expect to find. 
The Pheasant Bar, in the original 18th-century 
part of the inn, sums the place up nicely. A mix 
of traditional slate flooring, old beams and 
sleekly modern décor, it’s run in a friendly and 
informal way, a Mulberry Inn trademark (along 
with its imaginative menus). The bedrooms are 
fresh, stylish and full of contemporary touches 
including flatscreen TVs, mini-bars, bathrobes 
and slippers, sumptuous beds, luxury duvets, 
plump pillows and deluxe toiletries. Then there’s 
the location, in the ‘hidden’ – and very peaceful 
– Ceiriog Valley, yet only a few miles from 
Llangollen and Chirk. It’s great for walking, 
cycling and all things outdoorsy – talking of 
which, you can soak up the views from the  
oak decking and landscaped gardens.

 
MULBERRY INN 
Llangollen 

Llwynmawr, near Llangollen LL20 7BB  
themulberryinn@aol.com  
 
 
 

Rooms  18 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £100 for 2 
Hosts  Allan Leck & Max Payne

06
Book Direct 0800 093 8172
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THE OUTBUILDINGS  
Isle of Anglesey  
 
PEACEFUL location with SPECTACULAR views of Snowdonia. TRADITIONAL farm buildings  
with MODERN HOSPITALTY. A DESTINATION RESTAURANT with accomplished cuisine.   

Bodowyr, Llangaffo, Isle of Anglesey LL60 6NH  info@theoutbuildings.co.uk 

Rooms  5 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £100 for 2 
Hosts  Millie & Judith Matthews 
Must do  Walk along the glorious beach to Llanddwyn Island

The farm buildings have been carefully and 
sympathetically transformed into luxurious, 
wow-factor bedrooms finished in striking, cool 
colours with the very best in beds, bed linen 
and toiletries – lots of local artwork and 
interesting pottery and the wonderful Mr Fox 
outside?! The grain store is now the kitchen, 
the stables are now bedrooms – whimsically 
named the Pink Spotty Jug, the Boy’s Room, 
the Button’s Room and the Granary Steps, the 
cart shed is now the bright and colourful sitting 
room and bar with log burner, a second sitting 
room upstairs on the gallery with good books 
and magazines. The Pink Hut, a jolly Shepherds 
Hut, some may say romantic, which is just 
across from the front door looking straight 
towards Snowdon. There’s yet more to get 
excited about – an excellent relaxed restaurant 
presided over by three passionate chefs, and, 
with the wonderful Welsh Beef and Lamb as 
well as local seafood, it is the place to eat.  
Look out for the monthly Feast nights, a joyous 
‘get stuck in’ affair, on shared communal 

tables, Supper Clubs are also fun and held each 
month, are always a good convivial evening.  
The restaurant is open to non-residents and  
is very popular within the local community,  
a good sign we think. It’s a family affair, your 
charming hosts, Judith ‘Bun’ Matthews and 
daughter-in-law Millie play a clever game with 
the name of her hidden gem, leaving potential 
visitors wondering. And then being bowled  
over when they find accommodation that –  
like all good accommodation should – exceeds 
expectations, in this case by a country mile.  
The house and old stone farm buildings at 
Bodowyr Uchaf, between the villages of 
Llangaffo and Brynsiencyn on wild and rugged 
Anglesey, had been empty for over 50 years. 
There’s no shortage of things to do here, there 
are fabulous views to Snowdonia, and, if you 
fancy running off some of that delicious dinner, 
an all-weather tennis court. Not forgetting the 
prehistoric burial chamber just up the driveway.

07 Book Direct 0800 103 2582
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MANORHAUS 
Llangollen 
 
BOUTIQUEY townhouse accommodation with striking interiors, wrapped up unexpectedly within 
a Victorian house. GREAT LOCATION TOO, in the popular gateway town of LLANGOLLEN. 

Hill Street, Llangollen LL20 8EU   post@manorhaus.com   

Rooms  9 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £95 for 2   
Hosts  Christopher Frost & Gavin Harris
Must do  Walk up to Castell Dinas Brân 

The orange front door is a bit of a giveaway, 
though if you know manorhaus in Ruthin  
you won’t be too surprised. Let us explain. 
manorhaus Llangollen is the recent creation 
of Gavin Harris and Christopher Frost, who 
also own another Great Little Place of the 
same name in Ruthin. It is, in every sense of 
the word, a creation. They were amongst the 
first in Wales to create what has become 
known as a ‘boutique’ hotel. Their interest in 
art and contemporary design has now been 
applied to a tall, gabled townhouse in the 
heart of Llangollen. The Llangollen house, 
dating from 1882, must wonder what’s hit it. 
From the outside – orange door apart – 
everything looks conventional enough. Within, 
it’s all change. Llangollen is known for its 
black-and-white buildings, so there’s a 
recurring theme of black throughout. It’s not 

oppressive or depressive, for allied with other 
colours and design touches the overall effect 
is both striking and soothing. There’s more 
orange in the ultra-sleek bar, for example,  
and cool greys dominate the breakfast room. 
The bedrooms are light and spacious and 
many have their own lounge. Each bedroom, 
adorned with original photography, is of the 
highest quality. Throws from Melin Tregwynt, 
Wales’s classiest woollen mill, add colour, and 
most have a wet room ‘pod’ plus bath. The only 
thing that’s timeless is the view across to the 
ancient hilltop fortress of Castell Dinas Brân. 
manorhaus has a range of rooms from cosy 
doubles, large suites to a 6 bed loft room – 
perfect for the gathering of family and friends. 
This hotel is also ideally located for touring the 
North Wales coastline, Snowdonia and the 
popular walking trails of Offa’s Dyke Path. 

08
Book Direct 0800 161 5872
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MANORHAUS 
Ruthin 
 
Art and architecture come together to create the wow! factor. CONTEMPORARY FOOD and 
accommodation - A BOUTIQUE RESTAURANT, in the centre of historic Ruthin. 

Well Street, Ruthin LL15 1AH   post@manorhaus.com 

Rooms  8 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £95 for 2 
Hosts  Christopher Frost & Gavin Harris 
Must do  Visit Ruthin’s arty craft centre

Every once in a while, a place comes along 
that redefines conventional notions of 
accommodation. Having said that, there  
are at least two challenges with manorhaus.  
How to describe it? And how to fit it all into  
a review of 200-odd words? We have to  
start with the owners, Gavin Harris and 
Christopher Frost, because it is their passion 
for art and architecture that defines this 
unique building. manorhaus is variously 
described as a restaurant with rooms, 
boutique hotel and art gallery. It combines 
these roles seamlessly. Art infuses the  
entire building. It’s tempting to say that the 
bedrooms are works of art in themselves. 
Each one has a theme, taking as its inspiration 
a particular artwork that is then cleverly 
replicated in the décor. But at least as 
inventive is the way in which cutting-edge 

interior design has been playfully and 
professionally blended into the Georgian 
fabric of this fine old townhouse. All the 
must-have luxury items are there - the 
Egyptian cotton bedlinen, fluffy duvets, 
robes, upscale toiletries and fabulous 
bathrooms. And, to complete the picture  
for guests, there’s a library, sauna, steam 
room and a 20-seat cinema with weekly  
film club. Back downstairs, there’s more:  
a split-level bar and highly praised 
restaurant where, again, the accent is  
on contemporary taste informed by the 
traditional values of fresh, local ingredients. 
‘We strive to present a menu celebrating  
the very best of Welsh produce, some  
of which is literally on our doorstep,’  
says Gavin.

09 Book Direct 0800 161 5873

Part of The Welsh Rarebits Collection  17  
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Daniel and Annie were made for this place. 
Within minutes of meeting them you’ll feel like 
you’ve arrived at an old friend’s home for the 
weekend. You’re encouraged to treat it as such, 
helping yourself to a drink from the honesty bar 
or throwing another log on the fire. Generously 
sized and well-appointed bedrooms, all 
individually designed, are amongst Plas Dinas’s 
other prime assets. Overlying the period details 
is a sheen of elegant country house luxury that 
encourages well-being and relaxation. You 
won’t, for example, want to rush away from the 
plush Drawing Room, even though attractions 
like Caernarfon Castle and the mountains of 
Snowdonia are on your doorstep. Mention must 
also be made of another Daniel, the well-known 
award-winning chef Daniel ap Geraint. He 
heads ‘The Gun Room at Plas Dinas’ restaurant 
which is carving a reputation as Caernarfon’s 
trendiest dining experience on the strength of 
its traditional country house cuisine with a dash 
of London glamour, aided and abetted by host 
Daniel’s taste for left-bank Bordeaux wines. 

 
PLAS DINAS 
Caernarfon 
 
Bontnewydd, near Caernarfon LL54 7YF  
res@plasdinas.co.uk  
 
 
 

Rooms  10 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £129 for 2  
Hosts  Daniel & Annie Perks 

11 Book Direct 0808 198 9447
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Betws-y-Coed is the busy hub of mountainous 
Snowdonia. By contrast, Penmachno, just 
four miles away, is an oasis of tranquillity. 
The village is an ideal marriage of calm and 
convenience, and there’s a bonus: you get to 
stay at Penmachno Hall. We aren’t the only 
ones who rave about this place. Lauraine and 
Simon Awdry, a couple who go the extra mile 
when it comes to hospitality, warmth and 
friendliness, have an awards cabinet bursting 
with accolades. Their ‘dashingly renovated’ 
former rectory is country comfort epitomised. 
The warmly decorated bedrooms have all 
those luxury extras that discerning guests 
demand (including bathrobes), the breakfast 
is delicious and the setting seductive.  
The Hall stands in 2½ acres of gardens 
amongst inspiring walking and mountain 
biking country – the Hall can organise  
these and other activities. 

 
PENMACHNO HALL 
Betws-y-Coed 
 
Penmachno, Betws-y-Coed LL24 0PU  
stay@penmachnohall.co.uk   
 
 
 

Rooms  3 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £99 for 2
Hosts  Simon & Lauraine Awdry

10 Book Direct 0808 198 9444
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That intangible feeling of arriving ‘home’ is 
enhanced by its winding drive underneath 
the tree canopy to its crow’s nest position 
high above the Glaslyn Estuary. As you step 
through the door, your eye is immediately 
drawn through the house and on to the breath-
taking panorama unfolding below you. The 
atmosphere is charming, calm and relaxed.  
The refurbishment has seen the addition 
of some meticulously chosen 18th century 
antiques interspersed with contemporary 
touches. Its light and airy, impossible not to 
relax.There are three spacious bedrooms,  
The William Maddocks, Shelley’s Theatre and 
Miss Hilda’s, all named with a respectful nod 
to the history of the house. Two are home to 
romantic four posters, and all have modern 
high-end bathrooms. We loved Shelley’s with 
its high ceiling opened to the ancient roof 
beams, they could certainly tell some stories.
Don’t miss the Edwardian afternoon tea, served 
in the drawing room or manicured grounds, 
with that memorable view for company.

Perhaps it’s the mountains. Perhaps it’s the 
fact that Welsh is spoken widely in this part of 
Wales as a first language. Whatever the reason, 
it’s undeniable that Snowdonia has a strong 
‘sense of place’. That’s also true of Taldraeth, a 
luxuriously appointed guest house overlooking 
the lovely Dwyryd Estuary and Ardudwy 
mountain range close to the busy harbour 
town of Porthmadog. Taldraeth is a converted 
rectory that remains true to its Victorian roots. 
The spacious bedrooms are traditionally and 
lavishly furnished with antiques, paintings of 
local scenes, Welsh textiles and blankets.  
No detail has been overlooked, from the 
welcoming plate of homemade welshcakes 
to the cotton towels and robes and deluxe 
toiletries. Full Welsh breakfasts from the 
Aga include all the local classics, including 
laverbread and cockles. Elaborate afternoon 
teas are a speciality, and the location is perfect 
for exploring North Wales’s coast and country.

 
PLAS TAN-YR-ALLT 
COUNTRY HOUSE  
Porthmadog 
Tremadog, Porthmadog LL49 9RG  
info@plastanyrallt.co.uk   
 
 
 

Rooms  3 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £145 for 2 
Hosts  Howard Mattingley & Mark White

 
TALDRAETH  
Penrhyndeudraeth 
 
Old Vicarage, Penrhyndeudraeth,  
Gwynedd LL48 6LG  
post@taldraeth.com   
 
 

Rooms  2 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £140 for 2 
Host  Mirain Gwyn 

12 13Book Direct 0800 014 9685 Book Direct 0800 103 2562
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TAL-Y-BRYN 
Denbigh 

Llannefydd, near Denbigh LL16 5DR  
falmai@villagedairy.co.uk   
 
 
 

Rooms  4 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £80 for 2 
Hosts  Gareth & Falmai Roberts

14

This guest house comes with a very special 
garden. Green-fingered Falmai and Gareth 
Roberts have created an award-winning 
country garden of terraces, fountains and 
arches bursting with colour and fragrance. 
They have worked wonders with Tal-y-Bryn, too. 
Their secluded 16th-century farmhouse has 
been immaculately furnished and decorated 
in country style, with attractive bedrooms 
(two with spa baths). More awards have been 
heaped on their Llaeth y Llan yoghurts, made 
from locally produced milk and sold in over 
20 flavours in Wales and England – you’ll find 
some on the delicious breakfast menu. Falmai 
and Gareth offer a warm, homely welcome. 
Tal-y-Bryn’s peace, quiet and wonderful views 
across the fertile Vale of Clwyd make it the 
perfect place to unwind. Its idyllic location also 
offers easy access to the North Wales coast 
and historic Denbigh, St Asaph and Ruthin.

Book Direct 0808 198 9448

B&B accommodation has come on leaps 
and bounds since the bad old days – and 
it’s thanks to places like Tan-yr-Onnen. The 
standards of its rooms easily match (and often 
surpass) those of a good hotel. Spacious and 
supremely comfortable, they have big comfy 
beds, bathrobes, fluffy towels, gleaming 
bathrooms and WiFi. There are two upstairs 
luxury suites and four ground-floor king-sized 
rooms with French windows opening onto 
patios. There’s also a big, bright conservatory 
and luxury lounge warmed by a log fire in 
winter. Tan-yr-Onnen is the proud creation  
of Pat and Sara Murphy, who know how  
to look after today’s discriminating guests. 
Quality is the keyword throughout. Breakfasts 
and dinners often feature home-baked bread 
and locally sourced produce. The location, in 
the verdant Vale of Clwyd close to the coast 
and Snowdonia, is ideal for all of North Wales 
and nearby Chester.

 
TAN-YR-ONNEN  
St Asaph 
 
Waen, St Asaph LL17 0DU  
tanyronnenvisit@aol.com     
 
 
 

Rooms  6 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £110 for 2  
Hosts  Sara & Patrick Murphy

Book Direct 0808 198 944915
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TŶ  BAE  
Isle of Anglesey 
 
THE LAP OF LUXURY - an impeccable house with ultimate levels of comfort. OUTSTANDING 
VIEWS - from every window. WARM AND WELCOMING, with engaging, helpful hosts. 

Fron y Graig, Ravenspoint Road, Holyhead, Isle of Anglesey LL65 2YU  info@tybae.co.uk 

Rooms  3 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £145 for 2   
Hosts  Mark & Debbie Smith
Must do  Walk the Anglesey Coast Path

You can’t miss Tŷ Bae, it nestles into its prime 
seafront position on the beach at Trearddur 
Bay, and the relaxed style of hosts, Mark and 
Debbie Smith, can be glimpsed in the carefully 
understated welcome signage. However, it’s 
inside that this stunning example of all that is 
great about the new renaissance of modern 
hospitality in Wales really delivers the wow 
factor. The house is situated in an elevated 
position with uninterrupted views overlooking 
the main bay and out to the Irish Sea beyond.
Tŷ Bae is flooded with that invigorating quality 
to the light that you only get when you are 
close to the coast, the floor to ceiling garden 
room windows and bright modern colour 
scheme bring the outside in. Each of the 
three rooms has been carefully configured 
to frame those gorgeous views, each with its 
own spacious balcony overlooking the sea.
There’s a contemporary nautical theme 

coursing through the chic interior design,  
and Debbie’s eye for detail shines through.  
High quality king-size beds, luxury thread 
count bed linen and fluffy towels all make  
it hard to leave your bed, let alone room. 
The sumptuous en-suite bathrooms all 
have indulgent tubs and separate rainforest 
showers, there’s even a loo with a view!  
Debbie’s fabulous breakfast is served in the 
stunningly positioned dining room where 
you can sit and gaze out to sea. We loved the 
hand-made black pudding, and her legendary, 
naughty-but-nice, ‘Tŷ Bae’ fried bread.  
Trearddur Bay is a pretty seaside village with a 
long history, and there’s no doubt that if you’re 
looking for a sandcastle and seaweed holiday, 
it will deliver in spades. There is a myriad of 
great gastro pubs, chic eateries and even 
trendy bars favoured by the sailing crowd, all 
within just a few minutes walking distance. 

16
Book Direct 0808 147 1132
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How many shades of green do you want? They’ve lost count 
in the rural heartlands of Wales. It’s the country’s quietest 
region where everything is pitched on a human scale.  
Mid Wales’s resorts and market towns are small and friendly 
(Aberystwyth, the unofficial ‘capital’, has a population of just 
13,000). Start at the border then roll along through hills 
and vales dotted with farms and you’ll eventually come to 
Cardigan Bay. Wildlife flourishes throughout – look out for 
red kites in the skies and bottlenose dolphins in the sea.  
And seek out nature reserves in the Cambrian Mountains  
(a timeless ‘Wild Wales’) and the Elan Valley’s ‘lake district’. 
There are even more layers of green in the Brecon Beacons 
National Park, a 520-square-mile expanse of flowing, grassy 
peaks. This Great Outdoors of big views and big skies offers 
all kinds of activities from challenging (serious mountain 
hikes) to gentle (lovely, lazy canal cruising). Mind you, it’s  
not all green. Stargazers prefer the inky black skies of  
Wales’s first International Dark Skies Reserve. 
 

17 Castle Aberaeron
18 Castle Bishops Castle 
19 The Harp at Old Radnor Near Presteigne
20 Lasswade Country House Llanwrtyd Wells
21 Soulton Hall Near Shrewsbury
22 The Lion Leintwardine
23 Penbontbren Cardigan Bay
24 The Royston Llanbrynmair
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My, how Aberaeron has changed. Twenty  
years ago, this Georgian harbour town was 
a bit of a backwater. Now, it’s a fashionable 
destination thanks to new life and new 
businesses, a prime example being The Castle.
You can’t miss it, standing on the corner, a 
boldly red beacon. There’s a bold palette inside 
too. The handsome Grade II listed building 
has been stripped of its old ‘pubby’ feel and 
reinvented through snazzy interior design. 
Today’s tastes are much in evidence with a 
combination of continental and traditional 
touches, well-appointed bedrooms with their 
distinctive ‘modern Welsh’ feel and tasteful 
tapestries from the local woollen mill. So you 
come here for croissants not heavy-duty 
cakes, Egyptian cotton bedlinen not creaky 
beds, and a warm welcome from enthusiastic 
hosts Dai James and Meinir Bowen – plus 
juicy food that’s local, seasonal and natural.

  
CASTLE  
Aberaeron 
 
Market Street, Aberaeron SA46 0AU 
castle_hotel@btconnect.com 
 
 
 

Rooms  8 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £70 for 2
Hosts Dai James & Meinir Bowen

17 Book Direct 0808 198 9455

The Castle is almost in Wales, but not 
quite. From its hilltop perch it presides 
over Bishop’s Castle, a quirky, buzzy border 
town. Henry and Rebecca Hunter, a young 
couple with bags of energy, have breathed 
new life into the historic listed building. But 
wisely, they have kept what’s best about it. 
The wood-panelled bars are filled with old 
prints and traditional games, not flashing 
machines or big-screen TVs – and there’s an 
outstanding range of real ales on tap. The 
oak-panelled dining room is over 300 years 
old, but when it’s warm and sunny you can 
eat alfresco in the Castle Garden. This area 
alone – beautiful terraces and water features 
with far-reaching views – makes The Castle 
worth a visit. And like the rest of the hotel, 
the bedrooms retain their warm, traditional 
character while appealing to the tastes of 
today’s travellers.

 
CASTLE 
Bishops Castle 
 
Market Square, Bishops Castle SY9 5BN 
stay@thecastlehotelbishopscastle.co.uk 
 
 
 

Rooms  13 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £95 for 2
Hosts Henry & Rebecca Hunter

18
Book Direct 0808 198 9456
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THE HARP AT OLD RADNOR  
Near Presteigne 
 
A must-stay for COUNTRY PUB LOVERS, pure and simple. OUTSTANDING HOSPITALITY,  
unpretentious yet unimpeachable in what it does. STUNNING, SERENE border location. 

Old Radnor, Presteigne, Powys LD8 2RH  mail@harpinnradnor.co.uk  

Rooms  5 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £130 for 2    
Hosts  Chris & Angela Ireland
Must do Walk a stretch of Offa’s Dyke path

19

‘You just can’t find them nowadays, they’re 
like gold dust,’ is the perennial complaint of 
lovers of proper country pubs. Well, you can 
if you know where to look. The Harp Inn is a 
classic case in point. The bar doesn’t have  
TV screens or music. The welcome is as 
warm and big as the huge open log fire.  
Cosy up on antique settles and enjoy your 
tipple of choice (cask conditioned real ales, 
scrumptious local ciders and good-value 
wines) – and perhaps a chat with some of 
the Harp’s loyal locals (it’s that kind of pub) 
or simply sit and take in the glorious views 
over the historic Radnor Valley. Happy 
customers post rave reviews: ‘A real pub 
lover’s dream – stone flags, beautiful settles, 
roaring fire, dog and people friendly, excellent 
food, great beers, a fine view and a spotless, 
comfortable room.’ It receives lots of media 
praise too, including the ultimate accolade 
– the Good Pub Guide ‘Oscar’ for Country 
Pub of the Year. This former Welsh longhouse, 
located in green, rolling – and deeply rural – 

border country in sleepy Old Radnor, looks 
the part outside and in. Ancient stone floors 
and oak beams hung with Herefordshire hops 
reinforce the Harp’s period character. It’s run 
in true hands-on style by Chris and Angela, 
together with general manager Katie Marsden 
and an excellent local team. When they took 
over, the Irelands set out to create ‘the sort of 
place we would want to visit’. Their coupling  
of hospitality with quality extends to the 
bedrooms, which have a simplicity and 
comfort in harmony with the Harp’s character 
(as do the well-chosen, fashionable Welsh 
fabrics). Simplicity and comfort also define 
the cooking, presided over by head chef Josh 
Smith. Expect to find simple pub classics and 
imaginative modern dishes, all home cooked 
and mainly based on locally sourced produce. 
Locally, you’ll also find a full-on range of 
activities, from fishing to stargazing in Dark 
Skies, festival-going to walking, birdwatching 
to cycling. 

Book Direct 0800 103 2596
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This welcoming home and elegant 
Edwardian Country House is located in the 
Cambrian Mountains and near the Brecon 
Beacons. Beautiful views all round and a 
tranquillity that’s hard to imagine. With a 
fine reputation for outstanding food, cooked 
to perfection by professional Chef, Roger 
Stevens, dinner (by prior arrangement)  
is served in the candlelit dining room. We 
loved the spacious lounge with log fire, bay 
window views, and a library for plenty of 
reading. The elegant bedrooms are light, 
traditional and comfortable with all modern 
amenities. Green is the operative word here, 
for Lasswade is run in an environmentally 
friendly way and offers E.V charging.  
This hidden gem is a perfect place to stay 
and unwind, start your morning with local 
produce cooked to order and enjoy the 
panoramic views from the conservatory.

 
LASSWADE COUNTRY 
HOUSE  
Llanwrtyd Wells 
Station Road, Llanwrtyd Wells LD5 4RW  
info@lasswadehotel.co.uk   
 
 
 

Rooms  7 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £95 for 2
Hosts  Roger & Emma Stevens

20 Book Direct  0808 198 9460

If sense of place and provenance is your thing, 
Soulton Hall will immerse you in well over a 
thousand years of it. The earliest known owner 
of the manor is in 1017, but the Soulton Hall 
estate is home to Bronze age earthworks and 
a Roman Road. The present hall, remodelled 
in 1556, has been sympathetically restored by 
its caring custodians, the Ashton family, but 
remains very much intact. Their commitment 
to sustainability extends to solar power and 
ground source heating, maintaining the 
toasty warm house for future generations. 
The rooms are as spacious as they are varied.  
Take your pick from the historic rooms in the 
main house, think mullioned windows, ancient 
oak floors, wood panelling and secret doors, 
or perhaps you’d prefer the short walk past 
the walled garden to the Garden Rooms. The 
home farm drives the menu content, and local 
produce, cooked with flair and skill, is to the 
fore in the Elizabethan candlelit dining room.  

 
SOULTON HALL   
Near Shrewsbury 
 
Soulton Road, Wem, Shrewsbury SY4 5RS 
enquiries@soultonhall.co.uk  
 

 

Rooms  8 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £112 for 2
Hosts  Ann & John Ashton

21 Book Direct 0800 470 1336
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THE LION  
Leintwardine 
 
GREAT HOSPITALITY and a BEAUTIFUL setting by the River Teme. A mix of TRADITIONAL  
features with CONTEMPORARY interiors with award winning food. 

High Street, Leintwardine, Shropshire SY7 0JZ   enquiries@thelionleintwardine.co.uk

Rooms  8 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £90 for 2     
Must do Visit nearby market town Ludlow
Hosts  Jane & William Watkins

We often find that great hospitality flows 
from those involved in other corners of  
our industry. In the case of the Lion it very 
literally flows from the 200 million bottles 
that Jane and William Watkins’ Radnor Hills 
drinks company produce every year. They 
have now extended their portfolio and have 
breathed new life into a gorgeous building in 
a unique setting. It is now a beacon of 
warmth and genuine no nonsense high 
quality innkeeping. Nestled up against the 
beautiful River Teme, the setting is hard to 
beat, it’s even shared with their resident 
swans. It’s impossible not to unwind here, 
there are cosy corners with the kind of sofas 
you never want to leave. There are eight 
calming bedrooms, decorated with country 
flair, splashes of cheery floral patterns and 
up to date chrome and white bathrooms. 
Think contemporary yet classic, cool yet 
charming, the clever interior design delivers 
on atmosphere and style at every level.  

They are the perfect place to drift off after a 
day exploring the Welsh Marches, casting a 
fly for a brown trout along the river meadows, 
or unearthing bargains in the boutiques and 
markets of nearby Ludlow. Exemplary and 
award winning food completes the package. 
You can eat in the dappled shade of the 
gardens that run down to the river, or 
perhaps on the sunny terrace. There’s always 
a warm welcome in the Main Bar with its 
toasty wood burning stove and stand out 
Heartsease cocktail list. The Restaurant 
mixes exposed stone, ancient beams, a 
restful colour scheme and stripped wood 
floors with elegant crushed velvet seating  
and modern tableware. Sense of place and 
ingredient provenance runs through the 
menus, with some meats supplied from the 
family farm, use of local suppliers and border 
country breweries providing the well-kept 
hand pulled ales. 

Book Direct 0800 470 153422
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PENBONTBREN 
Cardigan Bay 
 
SIX FABULOUS SUITES, no expense spared – you won’t believe that they were once stables and 
barns. UTTERLY PEACEFUL rural location. Also close to spectacular WEST WALES COASTLINE. 

Glynarthen, Llandysul SA44 6PE   contact@penbontbren.com

Suites  6 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £100 for 2    
Must do Walk the Wales Coast Path
Hosts  Richard Morgan-Price & Huw Thomas

23

Penbontbren is certainly not rustic, even 
though this former farm complex hides in 
its own 32 acres down a country lane in 
rural Cardiganshire. If you know Richard 
and Huw like we do (they ran a deluxe hotel 
in Welsh Rarebits, our sister scheme,  
for many years) it’s only to be expected.  
Now they have turned their attentions and 
expertise to Penbontbren and taken it to  
a different level. There are six outstanding, 
spacious suites, finished in characteristic 
no-expense-spared style, in what was 
originally the stable, threshing barn, mill 
and granary. Each offers unabashed  
luxury B&B, with generous sitting rooms, 
king-sized beds, sumptuous décor and 
furnishings, superb bathrooms, subtle 
lighting and private gardens. Local,  
rural and artisan traditions are part of 

Penbontbren’s appeal - breakfasts are a 
locally sourced feast, the finest handmade 
goodies from Wickedly Welsh Chocolate  
(a best-seller with guests) come from 
Pembrokeshire. There’s an excellent choice 
of places to eat for dinner nearby too, from 
fine dining to award-winning fish-and-chips 
– Richard and Huw will point you in the  
right directions. Penbontbren’s country 
credentials are just part of the story – it’s 
only a short drive to spectacular coves, 
headlands and beaches along the Ceredigion 
Heritage Coast and northern shores of  
the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park.  
The lively market towns of Cardigan and 
Newcastle Emlyn are also within easy reach, 
together with attractions like the Welsh 
Wildlife Centre and National Wool Museum.

Book Direct 0808 198 9463
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THE ROYSTON   
Llanbrynmair 
 
STYLISH country house with a characteristic mix of past history and ECLECTIC DESIGN. 
BEAUTIFUL Cambrian Mountain location with 10 acres of grounds. 

Llwynaire, Llanbrynmair, Powys SY19 7DX   info@theroystonwales.com

Rooms  7 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £129 for 2     
Must do Visit nearby coastal town of Aberdyfi
Hosts  Clive Sweeting & Rob Perham

Your host’s welcoming personalities set  
the scene and provide a palpably chilled 
atmosphere at every turn. The soothing 
interior design is complimented by 
contemporary furniture, painstakingly 
sourced vintage pieces, all coupled with 
curated artwork and an impish sense of 
humour. It’s carefully comfy, easily easy-going 
without having to try too hard. We often say it, 
but the little touches matter, and they make 
The Royston a standout Great Little Place for  
a few chilled days away. There are seven 
individually styled bedrooms, with a choice  
of price points and a range of sizes, but we 
couldn’t resist drinking in that panoramic 
view of the Cambrian mountains from the bay 
windows of an indulgent Superior. A gripping 
yarn and a G&T in one of the armchairs 
please. There’s a well-stocked honesty bar in 
the stylish Guest Lounge with its cosy wood 
burning stove and those ever present drop 

dead gorgeous views of the valley. Outside, 
dotted around the ten acres of grounds,  
are plenty of private and peaceful corners  
to explore, some with firepits provided for a 
sundowner in the chillier evenings and all  
of them come with a view. The newly planted 
kitchen garden already gives up some 
beautiful fresh vegetables, and the flock of 
feathered ladies look after your breakfast. 
Breakfast and Dinner at The Royston is all 
about simple, homemade, local fare. They 
harvest whatever they grow on their land and 
source seasonal produce from local suppliers 
to fill in the gaps. Conveniently situated in the 
heart of Mid Wales, whether it’s a trip to the 
beach at Aberdyfi, a stroll around historic 
Machynlleth or a walk in Snowdonia, at  
The Royston you’re never short of options  
to keep you entertained. Whatever it is you 
decide to do, don’t forget, always take the 
scenic route.

Book Direct 0800 161 566124
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SOUTH
 
From the woods and riverbanks of the Wye Valley at its eastern 
gateway (an ‘Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’) to the sea-cliffs 
of Pembrokeshire in the far west, South Wales will come up with 
the kind of experience you’re looking for. Spend time in Cardiff, 
Wales’s cosmopolitan capital where art, shopping, sport and 
history compete for your attention along with the city’s fresh, 
exciting waterfront. Discover industrial heritage on a gripping 
scale in the South Wales Valleys before moving on to the Gower 
Peninsula (another ‘AONB’) and the sweeping sands and rich 
farmlands of Carmarthenshire, the ‘Garden of Wales’, both areas 
that inspired the writings of Dylan Thomas. Then finish off in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (the UK’s only coastal-based 
National Park), a 186-mile shoreline of untouched beaches, 
soaring headlands, tiny harbours and a thriving wildlife. 
 

25 Allt y Golau Uchaf Carmarthen
26 Bethsaida B&B St Dogmaels
27 Blas Gŵyr Gower
28 Fields Lodge Milford Haven
29 Elm Grove Tenby
30 Garn Isaf Near St Davids 
31 Y Garth Newport
32 Gellihaf House Blackwood
33 Globe House Angle
34 The Greyhound Inn Near Usk
35 Lincoln House Hotel Cardiff
36 Manor Town House Fishguard
37 Mansion House Llansteffan Carmarthen
38 Newbridge on Usk Usk
39 The Old Vicarage Moylegrove
40 Pontyclerc Farmhouse Ammanford 
41 St Lawrence Tenby
42 Priskilly Forest Near Fishguard
43 Stackpole Inn Pembroke
44 The Waun Wyllt Inn Llanelli
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ALLT Y GOLAU UCHAF 
Carmarthen 
 
Felingwm Uchaf,  
near Carmarthen SA32 7BB   
alltygolau@btinternet.com 
 
 

Rooms  3 (2 en-suite, 1 private)
B&B from £75 for 2
Hosts  Colin & Jacquie Rouse

25

For a fail-safe introduction to Carmarthenshire’s 
history, heritage and wildlife, stay at Allt y 
Golau Uchaf. Your hosts Colin and Jacquie 
Rouse take pride in sharing their exhaustive 
knowledge of this fascinating part of Wales 
with their guests. There’s history literally on 
the doorstep. Their immaculate, low-beamed 
farmhouse dates from 1812. It has been 
renovated to an exceptionally high standard 
and preserves many original features, an 
abundance of antiques and old photographs 
adding to the air of authenticity. The warm, 
cosy atmosphere extends to the bedrooms, 
each named after a flower and appropriately 
colour co-ordinated. Although there’s much to 
visit locally – the lovely Vale of Tywi, National 
Botanic Garden of Wales, castles, craft shops 
and market towns – you’ll want to linger over 
the sumptuous breakfast, a feast that even the 
best hotels would find difficulty in matching.

Book Direct 0808 198 9466
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BETHSAIDA B&B 
St Dogmaels 
 
High Street, St Dogmaels,  
Pembrokeshire SA43 3EQ  
info@bethsaida.wales 
 
 

Rooms  5 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £104 for 2 
Hosts  Jo Pitt & Tony Dyer

Jo and Tony are proud custodians of this 
stunning building, an historic former Baptist 
Chapel. The five up to date bedrooms are a 
handy mix of twins and doubles including a 
family room and a specially adapted room 
for those with limited mobility. All bedrooms 
are carefully themed around the stained 
glass windows retained in each one, and 
the beds even make use of the Chapel pews 
as headboards. Whilst there is an obvious 
nod to the past, they are modern, fresh and 
immaculately maintained with flat screen 
TVs, Wi-Fi, and all have stone tiled luxurious 
en-suite shower rooms with indulgent 
toiletries. The relaxing atmosphere extends 
to the impressive public space where the 
restored pulpit stands above a cosy seating 
area with games and books. Before you head 
out for the day, indulge in the locally sourced 
ingredients of their legendary breakfast.

Book Direct 0800 161 5659
26
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BLAS GWYR 
Gower 
 
Plenty Farm, Llangennith,  
Gower, Swansea SA3 1HU
info@blasgwyr.co.uk 

 

Rooms  4 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £120 for 2 
Host  Dafydd James

This stylishly simple boutique property 
demonstrates that the marriage of Grade II 
listing and contemporary flair takes some 
beating. You have the period charm. But it 
comes with all of today’s trimmings and sleek, 
sophisticated features. The bedrooms are 
gorgeous, with fashionable Welsh weaves 
from Melin Tregwynt, wet room en suites, 
deluxe toiletries and individual colour schemes 
inspired by the local flora and fauna. Local 
means Llangennith, a charming village in the 
far west of the Gower Peninsula – an ‘Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty’ – renowned 
for its big, award-winning surfing beach and 
spectacular headlands. It’s the perfect hideaway 
for couples, walkers and birdwatchers, yet  
also close to the maritime city of Swansea.  
Your friendly, knowledgeable host Dafydd 
attracts praise for his ‘wonderful hospitality’. 
Your sat-nav won’t take you to the door,  
be sure to contact Dafydd for directions.

27 Book Direct 0808 198 9467
 
FIELDS LODGE 
Milford Haven 
 
Middlekilns Lane, Herbrandston,  
Milford Haven, Pembrokeshire SA73 3TE   
info@fieldslodge.co.uk   

Rooms  4 (3 en-suite, 1 private) 
B&B from £90 for 2    
Host  Jayne Hancock

28

There’s no mistaking you’re in Pembrokeshire 
at this exceedingly amenable multi award-
winning B&B. Jayne Hancock is a font of local 
knowledge, and her love of where she lives 
extends to the use of Melin Tregwynt blankets, 
locally made organic toiletries and delicious 
breakfasts cooked on the Aga from fresh local 
produce. Fields Lodge combines reassuringly 
traditional elements with contemporary flair. 
‘Our accommodation reflects our desire for 
you to be happy, relaxed and pampered,’ says 
Jayne. The bedrooms are top notch with deep, 
comfortable beds, power showers and modern 
touches. The outdoors is pretty good too, along 
with those sensational sunsets. Walkers, 
birdwatchers and watersports enthusiasts 
are in their element. The Pembrokeshire Coast 
Path is close by, and you’re on the doorstep 
of Sandy Haven beach, the undiscovered 
Dale Peninsula and ornithological hot spots 
like Skomer and Skokholm islands. 

Book Direct 0774 069 9871 
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ELM GROVE 
Tenby 
 
FAMILY RUN to high PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS, this beautiful house blends  
TRADITIONAL WITH MODERN– and it’s the ideal base for the PEMBROKESHIRE COAST. 

St Florence, near Tenby, Pembrokeshire SA70 8LS  enquiries@elmgrovecountryhouse.co.uk 

Rooms  11 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £110 for 2  
Must do Take a trip to Caldey Island
Hosts  Alan & Jane Rees-Baynes

Elm Grove is a grand house dating from 
the 1840s. There’s a sense of tradition and 
continuity here – in the same family for 50 
years, it’s rich in period detail, including 
panelled doorways and floors fashioned 
from old ships’ timbers, chandeliers, 
marble fireplaces, big picture windows 
and high ceilings with exquisite mouldings. 
But there’s nothing dated about the 
accommodation. The latest members of 
the family, Jane and Alan Rees-Baynes, 
now welcome the guests. The spacious 
bedrooms, with a mix of contemporary and 
period antique furnishings, lack nothing in 
modern amenities and you’ll see paintings 
by Alan, an accomplished artist, in some. 
It’s a spotless place, popular for its location 
as well as its good value and comfort. Guests 
also appreciate the food: Elm Grove is 
noted for its use of fresh, locally produced 

ingredients, tasty, traditional dishes and 
award-winning breakfasts. The house stands 
in a tranquil spot at the end of a long, tree-lined 
drive, surrounded by 20 acres of grounds and 
gardens that contain a croquet lawn, grass 
tennis court and children’s play area. Yet this 
peaceful haven, on the outskirts of the pretty 
little village of St Florence, is just three miles 
from the bustling medieval streets and Blue 
Flag beaches of Tenby, the Pembrokeshire 
Coast National Park’s prime resort. It is also 
close to numerous untouched sandy coves and 
the Pembrokeshire Coast Path, which combines 
spectacular walking with prolific wildlife (don’t 
forget to bring your binoculars). History buffs 
will want to visit a trio of outstanding medieval 
castles – handsome Carew, imposing Pembroke 
(which dominates its town-centre location) and 
the lovely beach-side fortress of Manorbier. Elm 
Grove is closed between December and Easter.

29 Book Direct  0808 198 9473
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You can’t argue with Joyce Evans when she 
describes Y Garth as offering ‘Luxury B&B’ or 
when she says ‘I always strive to exceed my 
guests’ expectations’. Just at the bedrooms. 
They are stunning, full of bright, creative 
design features. The three rooms are very 
different but equally sumptuous, with deep, 
comfy beds, fine linen, designer fabrics, 
luxurious fittings, and bathrobes and slippers 
to go with the superb bathrooms. So that’s the 
‘bed’ taken care of. Now comes the breakfast. 
Like the accommodation, Joyce’s breakfasts 
have won awards. They’re just the thing 
to set you up for a day’s walking along the 
Pembrokeshire Coast Path. Y Garth is perfectly 
located along the rugged north Pembrokeshire 
coastline. This modern gem is near the coastal 
path at Dinas Head with views across to 
Fishguard harbour and Strumble Head.  
Ask about the walking holidays – and also  
the special romantic breaks at this adults-only 
accommodation.

Set in the ruggedly beautiful north Pembrokeshire 
National Park and only a 5 minute walk to 
Abercastle beach. This beautifully converted 
Grade II-listed barn is the kind of place which, on 
the one hand, inspires spiritual contemplation, 
and on the other let’s you explore historical 
sites or enjoy adventure activities. But what 
can you expect from your accommodation? 
Beautifully renovated Garn Isaf uses natural 
materials, including a limestone ground floor 
and oak-floored, well-equipped large bedrooms 
with seating areas. It’s warm and cosy, with a 
spacious dining room where a home cooked 
breakfast is served using locally sourced and 
free-range produce. Outside you’ll find a patio 
and raised garden area, ideal for birdwatching, 
stargazing and barbecues (there’s also a good 
choice of places to eat locally). Garn Isaf is set  
on an 8 acre smallholding where you can say 
hello to a Shetland pony and five tame sheep 
owned by Anne, your host who prides herself  
on her attention to detail. You can bring your  
own pets too, for Garn Isaf is dog-friendly. 

 
Y GARTH  
Newport 
 
Cae Tabor, Dinas Cross, Newport,  
Pembrokeshire SA42 0XR 
enquiries@y-garth.co.uk   
 
 

Rooms  3 (2 en-suite, 1 private) 
B&B from £95 for 2 
Host Joyce Evans

 
GARN ISAF   
Near St Davids  
 
Abercastle, near St Davids,  
Pembrokeshire SA62 5HJ 
info@garnisaf.com 
 
 

Rooms  4 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £90 for 2
Host Anne Hirst

Book Direct 0800 470 1396Book Direct 0800 103 2569 3130
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GELLIHAF HOUSE  
Blackwood 
 
A meticulous restoration of a significant Arts and Crafts farmhouse. Viaduct View bench is a 
perfect spot to relax. You’re guaranteed a hospitable welcome from OUTSTANDING HOSTS. 

Blackwood, NP12 2QE  enquiries@gellihafhouse.co.uk

Rooms  3 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £120 for 2    
Must do Visit the Brecon Beacons
Hosts  Howard & Catherine Smith

Cath and Howard seem to live and breathe 
hospitality, their passion is infectious and 
boundless. Gellihaf House’s rich history now 
sits easily with the carefully woven delivery  
of modern-day luxury accommodation.  
Perhaps it’s not surprising with Howard’s 
military background, and Cath’s attention to 
detail, that their painstaking renovation of  
this gorgeous, once rambling, Arts and Crafts 
farmhouse has yielded such stunning results, 
but their energy and drive to give it new life is 
impressive.The house is flooded with dappled 
light, diffused through the atmospheric 
stained glass in the hallway and the iconic half 
round window. The expansive warmth of the 
polished wood, the generous staircase, the 
comforting ticking of a Grandfather clock and 
the coal fire in the hallway effect an evocative 
welcome. The sitting room has an open fire, 
and a pair of deep sofas deliver a welcoming 
‘Cwtch’. The styling nods to the previous 

careers of Cath and Howard, and there’s  
even an ‘Honesty Bar’. If you absolutely must 
there’s a huge flat screen TV with Netflix,  
and a desk with fast internet.There are three 
stunning bedrooms, think muted modern 
tones, sleigh beds, Egyptian bedlinen, rainfall 
showers, sink-into tubs and underfloor 
heating. The ‘home, not a hotel’ atmosphere 
shows in the gorgeous toiletries, proper coffee 
and something temptingly freshly baked. The 
largest room, Sirhowy, has two double sleigh 
beds, and catches the last of the sunset across 
the valley. Outside are two acres of well-tended 
grounds. Take a wander over to Viaduct View 
and say hi to Maggie the Mermaid on the way. 
There’s even a croquet lawn complete with 
‘Downton style’ summerhouse. We loved the 
fabulous breakfasts, but the already legendary 
Gellihaf Welsh cakes and scones are the 
crowning glory of Cath’s home baked afternoon 
tea, which, on a sunny day, taken outside,  
is hard to beat.

32 Book Direct  0808 901 9753 
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The newly refurbished interior finishes sit 
well within such an historic building, and the 
welcomingly airy hallway with its stunning 
exposed wrought iron staircase hints at the 
stylish makeover within. It’s a house that’s as 
equally well made for indulgent celebrations as it 
is for romantic breaks. There are eight gorgeous 
bedrooms, all en-suite, with a selection of bed 
configurations that allow the house to easily 
swallow up 24 guests in luxurious comfort.  
The bathrooms boast modern chrome and 
chic stone tiling, underfloor heating, rainforest 
showers and huge soaking tubs. Breakfast 
consists of locally sourced produce with evening 
meals available on request. Outside there’s 
plenty of parking, a safe fenced lawn, well kitted 
out BBQ area, and a deluxe eight-person hot 
tub, perfect for star-gazing. Best of all, at the top 
of the tower staircase, and hidden behind the 
castellated walls, there’s a very private rooftop 
terrace, ideal for aperitifs. 

 
GLOBE HOUSE  
Angle 
 
Angle Village, Pembrokeshire SA71 5AT 
contact@theglobe-angle.com  
 
 
 

Rooms  8 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £120 for 2
Hosts Sally Dickerson/Bethan Carter

Book Direct 0808 198 798233

This 17th-century coaching inn has had a  
21st-century makeover. Its 10 bedrooms, 
in the stone-built stable block next to the 
main building, have recently been completely 
refurbished to a high standard. At its heart, 
the Greyhound is a village pub with style and 
warmth – it’s a versatile, flexible, relaxed kind  
of place that serves great food but where you’d 
just as easily pop in just for a drink and a chat.  
In summer, guests make the most of the 
beautiful beer garden (it’s fabulous, and flowery, 
twice winner of Best Pub Garden in Usk in 
Bloom), while in winter it’s time to stoke up that 
roaring log fire in the bar. The same goes for its 
location, in the heart of rural Monmouthshire 
yet within easy travelling distance of Bristol 
and Cardiff, so you can wander the Wye Valley’s 
woods one day, then take in a show or big city 
shopping the next. There’s a special welcome 
for well-behaved dogs (they even get their own 
breakfast sausage – honestly!). 

 
THE GREYHOUND INN    
Near Usk 
 
Strand Street, Llantrisant, near Usk NP15 1LE 
enquiry@greyhound-inn.com 
 
 
 

Rooms  10 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £99.95 for 2 
Hosts Kelly & Steve Jolliffe

Book Direct 0800 103 256534
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LINCOLN HOUSE HOTEL 
Cardiff 
 
EASY HOSPITALITY with well-thought out bedrooms, un-stuffy LUXURY and insightful  
attention to detail all within walking distance of CARDIFF CITY CENTRE 

118–120 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 9LQ  reservations@lincolnhotel.co.uk
 
Rooms  21 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £125 for 2     
Must do Take a stroll through Sophia Gardens on your way into the city  
Hosts Carl & Julianne Kodurand

In the brave new world of modern Welsh 
hotel-keeping the line between a traditional 
hotel and an upscale B&B is blurring. What’s 
more, we think it’s about time. Lincoln House 
sits across that line with perfect results. 
We’ve been searching for well-located Great 
Little Places in the capital city for years, and 
were delighted to discover one within a few 
minute’s walk of the centre with several 
coveted parking spaces under the new  
and dynamic stewardship of well-travelled  
father and daughter team, Carl and Julianne 
Kodurand. It must be said that ‘Little’ might  
be pushing it a bit as Lincoln House has a 
grand total of 21 lovely en-suite rooms, so 
there’s plenty of space for larger groups.  
All have high speed wi-fi and some of the  
best in-room tea and coffee we have tried.  
We loved the wide range of room styles  
and types, the spacious four poster has an 

airily high ceiling and dreamy bay window, 
choose a more contemporary super-king 
double with luxurious neutral tone satin-
finish soft furnishings if you want to stretch 
out, or a classic double if you’re looking for  
a pied-à-terre as the launch pad for a night  
on the town sampling Cardiff’s legendary 
nightlife. The Welsh National Opera’s base  
at the Wales Millennium Centre is a short 
water taxi ride away. Sensibly, there are 
arrangements with many of the trendy  
gastro pubs and neighbourhood restaurants 
in chic Pontcanna, a stroll from Lincoln 
House, but it’s great to see the comfortable 
bar has a real sense of place with its line-up 
of Welsh beers. The Victorian heritage of  
this historic building is on show in the 
Drawing room, with its sink-in sofas and 
statement drapes.

35 Book Direct 0808 901 9757
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The address – Main Street – doesn’t do justice 
to the view from the rear of this Grade II-listed 
Georgian townhouse. The garden terrace 
looks out across Fishguard Bay and the 
picturesque old Lower Town harbour. That’s 
not all: a gate at the bottom leads directly 
to the Pembrokeshire Coast Path, a view all 
guests can enjoy from the terrace. Chris and 
Helen Sheldon, escapees from city life are an 
extremely hospitable, switched-on couple 
and have been busy refurbishing The Manor 
– and, judging by feedback from contented 
guests, doing the right thing. The bedrooms 
– many with that stunning sea view – are big 
and airy and super-comfy beds are made 
with crisp, cool Egyptian (but Pembrokeshire 
air-dried) cotton sheets. Downstairs, two 
elegant but relaxed reception rooms have 
cosy log fires, and works by leading artists 
and photographers adorn the walls. Daily 
breakfast specials also go down a treat.

 
MANOR TOWNHOUSE 
Fishguard 
 
11 Main Street, Fishguard,  
Pembrokeshire SA65 9HG   
enquiries@manortownhouse.com 
 
 

Rooms  6 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £115 for 2
Hosts  Chris & Helen Sheldon 

4336 Book Direct  0808 198 9484

It certainly lives up to its name. Nineteenth-
century Mansion House is grand in stature. 
It also commands one of Wales’s most 
stunning views, overlooking the Tywi Estuary, 
Carmarthen Bay and gentle, green farmland 
rich in associations with poet Dylan Thomas. 
It’s equally impressive within, but don’t think 
you’re entering an overly formal country 
house. Your hosts Wendy and David provide 
first-class service with a warm, welcoming 
touch. The individually styled (and generously 
sized) bedrooms and suites are finished to 
a high standard of luxury and comfort. Most 
come with that sensational sea view. Mansion 
House has another string to its bow – its 
award-winning contemporary restaurant 
inspired by the area’s bountiful produce 
from local farmers and fishermen. Set in 
five acres of beautifully manicured grounds, 
Mansion House is the ideal base for exploring 
Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire.

 
MANSION HOUSE 
LLANSTEFFAN   
Carmarthen 
Pantyrathro, Llangain,  
Carmarthen SA33 5AJ 
info@mansionhousellansteffan.co.uk 
  
 

Rooms  8 (All en-suite)  
B&B from £190 for 2 
Hosts  Wendy & David Beaney

4337 Book Direct  0800 470 1402
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NEWBRIDGE ON USK 
Usk 
 
A COUNTRY INN with a MODERN TWIST. BEAUTIFUL BEDROOMS, WARM ATMOSPHERE and  
GOOD FOOD. Guests enjoy COMPLIMENTARY FACILITIES at the nearby Celtic Manor Resort. 

Tredunnock, near Usk NP15 1LY   bookings@celtic-manor.com

Rooms 6 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £86 for 2            
Must do Play golf at The Celtic Manor Resort
Host  Celtic Manor Resort

38

Hotels aren’t what they used to be. Is the 
Newbridge a restaurant-with-rooms? 
Or a gastropub? Or a funky country-chic 
bolthole, a contemporary take on the old 
country inn? Truth be told, it’s all of these, a 
blend of today’s styles within the context of 
a traditional building. Another noteworthy 
thing about the Newbridge is the company 
it keeps. It’s the little brother of The Celtic 
Manor Resort, the mega hotel-cum-golf 
complex (home of the last Ryder Cup) just 
down the road. We’ll come to the benefits 
of that relationship in a minute, but first 
let’s look at the Newbridge itself. A clever 
floor-to-ceiling makeover has turned what 
was once a humble country pub into a 
stylish small hotel and popular restaurant. 
Its rustic wooden floors and fireplaces 
remain, but it’s decidedly modern, while the 

superb bedrooms combine style with sybaritic 
comfort. Warm, elegant and cosseting, they 
boast high-quality features such as oak 
and teak furniture, oak floors and beautiful 
Tuscan-influenced marble- and limestone-
tiled bathrooms with roll-top baths.
The restaurant serves wholesome country 
classics based on fresh, locally sourced 
produce, cooked with a modern twist – try the 
Swansea Bay mussels, woodland pork belly or 
Usk Valley beef. The Newbridge has lots more 
plus points. It’s set in countryside overlooking 
a peaceful stretch of the River Usk, yet is easily 
accessible and only a short drive from Roman 
Caerleon, Cardiff and a wealth of places to 
visit. And big brother Celtic Manor bestows 
big benefits, offering guests complimentary 
use of the five-star facilities at the Forum 
Health Club with its luxury spa and gym.

Book Direct 0808 901 9673
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THE OLD VICARAGE  
Moylegrove 
 
Relaxing CONTEMPORARY LUXURY in a historic Edwardian house, close to the COAST.  
LAID BACK hosting offering MODERN BOUTIQUE HOTEL STANDARD accommodation. 

Moylegrove, Cardigan, Pembrokeshire SA43 3BN   stay@theoldvicbedandbreakfast.co.uk

Rooms  5 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £110 for 2     
Must do Watch the Cardigan Bay dolphins
Hosts  Megan & Jaap van Soest

Megan and Jaap personify all that is great 
about the new breed of hospitality in Wales, 
and The Old Vicarage has their stamp all  
over it. Their chilled style, their relaxed 
individuality, and their obvious passion for 
great service runs through every brick, every 
stripped wooden floor and every piece of 
original contemporary art in this lovingly 
restored grand old Edwardian lady.There’s 
meticulous detail at every turn, uncluttered 
luxury sits well with understated vintage 
Welsh cool. The five high ceilinged chintz-free 
bedrooms are flooded with light, the original 
features retained in a painstaking restoration 
against a relaxing soft colour palette, accented 
by splashes of colour on the artisan soft 
furnishings. There’s super comfy handmade 
super king beds to die for, deluxe crisp white 
bed linen, boutique hotel tea leaves and 
delicious real coffee. The en-suite bathrooms 
have quality showers, contemporary chrome 
fittings, huge fluffy white towels and 

pampering designer toiletries. The attention  
to detail extends well beyond the bedrooms. 
Breakfast is a delight with the use of mostly 
local produce and expect some yummy 
seasonal delicacies, fresh from the garden. 
Meg is a perfect host, with seamless efficiency 
she’ll arrange the kind of little extras that many 
hotels would be proud of. From a bouquet of 
fresh flowers, iced champagne in your room, to 
organising in-house massages and a locally 
sourced gourmet picnic arranged. To allow the 
local ingredients to really take centre stage we 
recommend that you take advantage of booking 
supper in, and you can even eat al fresco  
with a bottle of something from the small but 
perfectly formed wine list with the ocean sunset 
providing the backdrop. Tucked away on the 
rugged North Pembrokeshire coast this modern 
gem is near the coastal path, with its roughly 
hewn cliffs and romantic pebbled coves giving 
way to miles of glorious beaches.

39 Book Direct 0800 103 2744
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The St Lawrence is the perfect base from which 
to discover and explore all that Pembrokeshire 
has to offer, being situated on the edge of 
the Pembrokeshire National Park yet within 
a stone’s throw of Tenby’s bustling, narrow 
medieval streets, restaurants, pubs and cafés.   
A spacious home set within nineteen acres of 
pasture and woodland looking towards the sea, 
Caldey Island and beyond (on a clear day you can 
even see Exmoor on the horizon), it’s an award 
winning B&B where nothing is too much trouble.  
The attention to detail is often remarked upon, 
and the five en-suite guest bedrooms are homely 
and inviting with all the comforts you might 
expect and more, with crisp, white bedlinen, 
fluffy towels, bathrobes, toiletries … and even 
binoculars to make the most of the views. The 
large, comfy lounge with its log-burner and the 
bright conservatory where the award-winning 
breakfasts are served complete this picture of 
Pembrokeshire hospitality at its best.

 
ST LAWRENCE  
Tenby 
 
Gumfreston, Tenby,  
Pembrokeshire SA70 8RA 
st.lawrencehouse@btinternet.com    
  
 

Rooms  5 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £110 for 2 
Hosts  Philip & Pippa Williams 

41 Book Direct  0800 161 5632

Jane and Nigel Evans are known for going  
that extra mile when it comes to hospitality. 
Their elegant, handsome Georgian house 
doesn’t have much of a typical farmhouse  
feel about it, even though it’s rooted in the 
soil as, originally, part of a large estate.  
Its light, spacious bedrooms have been 
individually designed to reflect the late-
Georgian period, though Jane Austen might 
have been flummoxed by the high-speed 
fibre optic WiFi and big flat-screen Smart 
TVs. She’d soon have got the measure of the 
quality Egyptian linen, fluffy towels, and local 
Myddfai deluxe toiletries, though. As in all 
self-respecting B&Bs, breakfast is a bit of  
an event. The accent is on quality local 
produce, with bacon, bread and free-range 
eggs from just down the road. The marmalade, 
jams and honey have zero food miles 
attached, coming from Pontyclerc’s own 
kitchen and beehives. 

 
PONTYCLERC  
FARMHOUSE    
Ammanford  
Penybanc Road, Ammanford,  
Carmarthenshire SA18 3HP 
info@pontyclercfarmhouse.co.uk  
 
 

Rooms  4 (All en-suite)
B&B from £60 for 2
Hosts Jane & Nigel Evans/Fay Hancock

Book Direct 0800 103 256040
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Great Little Places aren’t run of the mill. 
Priskilly isn’t just a country house. It’s also 
a golf course and idyllic hideaway close to 
the ruggedly beautiful north Pembrokeshire 
coast. The house dates back centuries – 
there was a dwelling here in 1326, though 
its character today springs from the 
Georgian era. Beautiful proportions, big 
rooms and tall ceilings are its architectural 
hallmarks. Priskilly’s 400 acres include 
rolling farmland with the river Cleddau as 
part of the boundary, 70 acres of ancient 
forest and an immaculate golf course set in 
mature parkland. Priskilly’s location is a key 
feature. Visit Wales now sells the country 
on the strength of its adventure and activity 
scene as well as its scenery. In addition to 
golf, Priskilly is an ideal base for a host of 
outdoor activities. You can walk in its ancient 

woodland, jog on its bridleways or cycle to 
the coast at Fishguard or St David’s and the 
Wales Coast Path. The enterprise is entirely 
family run. The Evanses look after their 
guests with great warmth, care and a genuine 
Welsh welcome. Delicious breakfasts and 
afternoon teas are served in the traditional 
drawing rooms, while for drinks, tasty snacks 
and light meals there’s Y Cabin, the golf 
club’s bar and bistro. The course is a nine-
hole gem suitable for all abilities. But please 
don’t think that Priskilly is just for golfers 
and activity addicts. Many guests also come 
for the tranquil surroundings, traditional 
Pembrokeshire hospitality and location close 
to a magnificent National Park coastline rich 
in wildlife and walks. Just a short drive from 
the ferry port of Fishguard, Priskilly is also 
handily located if you’re en-route to Ireland. 

Book Direct  0808 901 9751
 
PRISKILLY FOREST 
Near Fishguard 
 
The ANCIENT MANOR of Priskilly Forest is one of PEMBROKESHIRE’S HIDDEN GEMS.  
It’s versatile and surprising, with COUNTRY HOUSE accommodation plus a GOLF COURSE. 
 

Castlemorris, near Fishguard, Pembrokeshire SA62 5EH  jevans@priskilly-forest.co.uk

Rooms  4 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £95 for 2
Must do Play golf (obviously)
Hosts  Phil & Joy Evans

42
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We’d need far more than a few hundred 
words to do this place full justice. Its 
location alone is worth a complete guide 
book, distilling as it does everything that is 
special about south Pembrokeshire – its 
cliffs, beaches, headlands, ponds, bays, 
walks and wildlife. Located on the National 
Trust’s Stackpole Estate, this inn stands 
between Bosherston’s famous lily ponds 
and Barafundle Bay, an idyllic spot which 
regularly stars in the ‘best beaches’ listings 
compiled by the travel media (The Sunday 
Times, for example, calls it ‘a desert island 
dream beach in Wales’). Walkers, cyclists, 
birdwatchers, fishermen and climbers 
(there are some serious sea-cliffs here) 
flock to this stretch of coastline – and 
all are made welcome at Stackpole Inn. 
Guest accommodation is in quality, crisply 

decorated rooms just one minute’s walk 
away from the inn in a separate building. 
You stay here on a B&B basis, but you don’t 
have to go far for lunch or dinner – and 
wouldn’t think of eating anywhere else, 
for the inn is famous for food (especially 
its daily specials of fresh, local fish) that 
has earned it a place in many top guides, 
and a recent ‘Best Eating Out Experience 
in Pembrokeshire’ award. All good inns are 
warm and hospitable too, and this one, run 
by Gary and Rebecca Evans, is no exception. 
There are few better spots in summer, when 
you can chill out after a walk along the 
Pembrokeshire Coast Path with a beer or 
glass of wine in Stackpole’s large garden. 
The setting, as we’ve said, is exceptional –  
just google ‘Green Bridge of Wales’, one of  
the many local sights, if you don’t believe us.

 
STACKPOLE INN 
Pembroke 
 
FABULOUS LOCATION and FABULOUS FOOD at this inn with HIGH-QUALITY ACCOMMODATION. 
Pembrokeshire at its UNSPOILT BEST. 

Jasons Corner, Stackpole, Pembrokeshire SA71 5DF  info@stackpoleinn.co.uk

Rooms  4 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £100 for 2 
Must do Languish beside the lily ponds
Hosts  Gary & Rebecca Evans

43 Book Direct 0808 901 9752
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THE WAUN WYLLT INN   
Llanelli 
 
This extensively refurbished HISTORIC INN, in a great location offering IMMACULATE 
bedrooms and HIGH END DINING. Perfect for exploring WEST WALES and THE GOWER. 

Horeb Road, Five Roads, Llanelli SA15 5AQ  info@thewaunwyllt.com

Rooms 5 (All en-suite) 
B&B from £90 for 2   
Must do Take a walk in the nearby Millennium Coastal Park
Hosts  Anthony & Delwyn Jones

44

Waun Wyllt’s literal translation from the 
Welsh is ‘Wild Moor’, although you couldn’t 
get further from the truth with this newly 
revitalised and welcoming Inn. If stylish 
interiors with a sympathetic nod to a rich 
history are your thing we’d urge you to grab 
a short break here as the Waun has been 
given a new lease of life. Accurate and 
skilful cooking, driven by carefully sourced 
local ingredients adds to the easy comfort 
and warmth, but ‘Croeso’ is part of the DNA 
here. Local brothers Anthony and Delwyn 
Jones have invested heavily, not just 
financially but emotionally, that elusive 
feel-good factor is here in spades, and the 
heritage of this centuries old building has 
been respectfully preserved. Think wood 
burning stoves, squashy wing backed 
armchairs, cosy welsh blankets and 

exposed 18th century stonework. The Sylen 
Hills are on the doorstep, and a long walk or 
cycle ride to blow the cobwebs away, full of 
jackpot views, deserves a long soak followed 
by a pint in ‘The Cwtsh’ with the tempting 
menu. Afternoon Tea is served Monday to 
Saturday, and the on-trend vintage china  
adds to the deferential look back to the Inn’s 
rich past. Four of the five bedrooms are  
in the restored Lodge, set slightly back from 
the buzz of the main building, and offer 
privacy and space. The fashionable interiors 
are modern with softening touches of 
tradition. There’s a light and airy celebration 
space which is well sought after by those 
locals in the know for marking special 
occasions in style, and works particularly  
well for corporate events and meetings as  
it’s ideally located for nearby Swansea.

Book Direct 0800 470 1408
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FOOD 
GLORIOUS 
FOOD
We’ve gathered here a very small selection of good places to eat 
throughout Wales, from tearooms to bistros, top restaurants to cafés. 
They all have one thing in common – a commitment to serving real 
food based on quality ingredients sourced locally wherever possible. 
This is ‘slow food’, as opposed to the fast variety.

If you’re making a special trip to  
eat in any of the places listed, 
please phone to check opening times/ 
booking arrangements. →

Food & Drink
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01 Baravin
02 Hare & Hounds
03 The Bank
04 Harry’s Bistro
05 Heathcock 
06 Y Polyn
07 Y Cabin Café-Bar
08 The Griffin Inn
09 Wright’s Food Emporium
10 Queen’s Head
11 The Cottage Loaf 
12 The Snowdon
13 Seeds Restaurant
14 Amser Da/Blas Ar Fwyd
15 Ann’s Pantry
16 Castle Kitchen
17 Beach House
18 The Bunch of Grapes
19 Whitehall
20 Coast

ABERYSTWYTH 
BARAVIN
A funky, fashionable place to eat – and  
drink fab cocktails served by friendly staff.  
The buzzy menu captures the character of the 
place. Start perhaps with the oysters or the  
charcuterie board, then tuck into steak, pasta  
or pizza. Baravin might be a touch Italian but it’s 
run with a modern Welsh vibe, and the menus 
are bilingual – did you know that ysgwydd cig 
oen Cymreig, pesto mintys, pys, mozzarella is  
a pizza made of Welsh lamb shoulder, minted 
pesto, peas and mozzarella? If your appetite  
can manage it, also try the pwdin – no, we’re  
not going to translate that.   
Yr Hen Neuadd y Brenin /The Old Kings Hall, 
1 Llys y Brenin, Aberystwyth SY23 2AP
01970 611189
info@baravin.co.uk
www.baravin.co.uk

ABERTHIN 
HARE & HOUNDS
This highly regarded restaurant reflects the 
‘terroir’ of the Vale of Glamorgan, using all 
local and seasonal produce in their food, 
promoting a strong connection with many 
local producers. In keeping with this trend 
they also have their own kitchen garden and 
you’ll often see forage ingredients such as 
seaweed, mushrooms and fruit in their food 
and drinks. Menus change twice a day to 
reflect the season and the produce available. 
Tom Watts-Jones, head chef owner, grew up 
down the lane from the pub in Aberthin, so 
his family are truly connected to the area and 
they are ready and waiting to welcome you. 
Aberthin, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7LG 
01446 774892 
info@hareandhoundsaberthin.com  
www.hareandhoundsaberthin.com

0101 0202

Please remember Great Little Places  
gift vouchers are not eligible to be used  
at the restaurants in this section.
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BARMOUTH 
THE BANK 
Situated in coastal Barmouth, this tastefully 
renovated old Natwest bank is home to 
Megan and Ryan’s long held passion to open 
their own restaurant. Now into their third year, 
they pride themselves on serving great food in 
a relaxed and informal atmosphere. The Bank 
brings a contemporary venue to Barmouth 
serving an inventive menu of locally sourced 
seasonal ingredients, such as Shell Island 
Lobster & Coed Y Brenin Venison. A well-
balanced wine list and a tempting selection 
of cocktails are on offer to complement. 
They are open for dinner from 6pm and serve 
lunch on a Sunday. Booking ahead is always 
encouraged.
High Street, Barmouth LL42 1DW 
01341 281400 
info@thebankrestaurantbarmouth.co.uk 
www.thebankrestaurantbarmouth.co.uk

BEAUMARIS 
HARRY’S BISTRO
The Bistro is in historic Henllys Hall 
overlooking the beautiful Georgian town of 
Beaumaris, famous for its medieval castle. 
Chef Simon Doyle and his front of house 
partner Nia Roberts have established Harry’s 
as one of Anglesey’s best eating places with a 
contemporary style of traditional food served 
in a historic location with stunning views.  
The menu and wine list offer a carefully 
presented choice and the specials board is 
always popular, with delicious dishes using 
the very best of fresh, locally sourced produce. 
Henllys, Beaumaris, Isle of Anglesey LL58 8HU
01248 812976   enquiries@harrysbistro.com 
www.harrysbistro.com 

CARDIFF 
HEATHCOCK
Heathcock has newly opened in the Welsh 
Capital City. The focus is very much on quality 
food here. Expect a relaxed and informal 
atmosphere, where great ale and craft beer 
is served in the bar. Or at their unique wine 
list and homemade seasonal tipples. Menus 
change twice a day to reflect the seasonal 
and local produce available. Welcoming staff 
are awaiting you.
58-60 Bridge Street, Cardiff CF5 2EN 
02921 152290 
info@heathcockcardiff.com 
www.heathcockcardiff.com

CARMARTHEN 
Y POLYN
This unpretentious, well-regarded restaurant 
pays homage to the wonderful ingredients 
grown in Carmarthenshire, the ‘garden of 
Wales’. You’ll find seasonal game from local 
estates, salmon and sewin caught fresh  
from the River Tywi by traditional coracle,  
rare breed pork, locally reared beef and  
that special delight, saltmarsh lamb from  
the coast. Don’t feel you have to dress up.  
Y Polyn is a relaxed kind of place where staff 
wear jeans, there are no starchy tablecloths, 
and no modish foams or gels. The food tastes 
of what it is – simply the best.
Capel Dewi, near Carmarthen SA32 7LH
01267 290000  
ypolyn@hotmail.com
www.ypolyn.co.uk 

NEAR FISHGUARD 
Y CABIN CAFÉ-BAR
The newly refurbished Cabin at the golf club is the 
ideal venue for small functions, celebrations and 
afternoon tea. All are welcome to Y Cabin, which 
serves a delightful menu of homemade dishes 
and snacks in a relaxing setting, surrounded by 
beautiful grounds and gardens. The café-bar is 
open to all on a daily basis and it specialises in 
lunches, but its warm, welcoming and intimate 
atmosphere makes it the perfect venue for 
sipping coffee, enjoying afternoon tea or a  
well-deserved glass of wine.  
Priskilly Forest, Castlemorris,  
Haverfordwest SA62 5EH 
01348 840276 
jevans@priskilly-forest.co.uk 
www.priskilly-forest.co.uk 
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DALE 
THE GRIFFIN INN
Found along the seafront in the hidden corner 
of Pembrokeshire, The Griffin Inn specialises in 
fresh seafood and homecooked classics. With 
roaring log fires in the winter and eating out on 
the alfresco terrace in the summer enjoying the 
spectacular sea view – there is quite simply no 
better place to enjoy your locally caught seafood! 
The deliberately informal atmosphere and 
fabulous friendly service only add to it, offering  
a memorable eating experience, that has won 
the Griffin many accolades.    
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA62 3RB 
01646 636227 
info@griffininndale.co.uk 
www.griffininndale.co.uk

LLANARTHNE 
WRIGHT’S FOOD EMPORIUM
Anyone who knows anything about food in Wales 
will have heard of Simon Wright, restaurateur, 
writer, innovator and all-round gastro-guru. So 
you can be sure that his latest venture is worth 
visiting. It’s a clever combination of café/bistro, 
shop and wine cellar on the back road – and 
best route – to Carmarthen. So do yourself 
a favour, take the B4300 from Llandeilo to 
Carmarthen and stop off. The coffee is made 
with the precision known only to five-star 
baristas. It’s just great, along with the way 
the breakfasts, lunches and suppers bring an 
informed, metropolitan métier to rural Wales.   
Golden Grove Arms, Llanarthne SA32 8JU 
01558 668929 
maryann@wrightsfood.co.uk 
www.wrightsfood.co.uk

LLANDUDNO 
QUEEN’S HEAD
The pub is a quintessential Welsh village pub; 
low beamed ceilings, lots of wood, crackling 
log fires in the winter, profusions of colour in 
the gardens in summer and the warmest of 
welcomes at all times of the year. The bar is 
stocked with a good range of local cask ales, 
a well-balanced list of quality wines and an 
extensive range of quality malts and gins. 
Amongst a delicious menu of pub classics of 
which the chefs have added their own twists, 
you will find a changing selection of seasonal 
specials with exciting new dishes to try.   
Not to mention the choice of mouth-watering 
homemade puddings and desserts. The team 
of chefs all have a passion for quality, fresh, 
local produce. 
Glanwydden, Llandudno Junction,  
Conwy LL31 9JP 
01492 546 570 
info@queensheadglanwydden.co.uk 
www.queensheadglanwydden.co.uk 

LLANDUDNO 
THE COTTAGE LOAF
Offering everything you would expect from 
a Welsh country pub; open fires, wooden 
beams, old heavy furniture, colourful gardens, 
great cask ales and hearty homemade food 
served by a friendly face. Oddly enough 
though, you’ll find it hidden down a back 
street in the centre of Llandudno.The hearty 
homemade menu seems to pull folk from near 
and far…. locally sourced where possible, 
with meat coming from the butchers just 
next door. Wholesome pub classics can be 
found on the menu mixed with a number 
of interesting seasonal specials from the 
creative chef team. Using only fresh produce 
throughout to ensure quality and freshness in 
every dish, and hopefully give you a flavour of 
the local area. 
Market Street, Llandudno, Conwy LL30 2SR 
01492 870 762 
info@the-cottageloaf.co.uk 
www.queensheadglanwydden.co.uk

little-places.co.uk
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LLANDUDNO 
THE SNOWDON
A favourite amongst locals and visitors, 
The Snowdon is one of Llandudno’s oldest 
pubs dating back to the early 1800s.  
It sits slightly above the town on the end of  
a charming Victorian terrace. Following a  
recent refurbishment, the Snowdon is a 
cracking wine & ale house serving a quality 
selection of drinks along with a delicious 
lunchtime menu of toasted sandwiches, 
platters, pie of the day and hot specials.   
The pub offers a warm and cosy feel and  
all this hidden away from the hustle and 
bustle of the high street.  
Food served 12-3pm (Sat 4pm).  
11 Tudno Street, Llandudno LL30 2HB 
01492 872 166 
www.thesnowdon.co.uk

LLANFYLLIN 
SEEDS RESTAURANT
Cosy, intimate, timber-framed restaurant  
run by Mark and Felicity Seager that enjoys  
a reputation as an oasis of good food with  
an exceptional wine list. The emphasis here  
is on local Welsh produce, freshly prepared  
by Mark whose menus change with the 
seasons. Open for lunches and evening  
meals. Private parties are catered for.  
Advance booking recommended. 
5 Penbryn Cottages, High Street,  
Llanfyllin SY22 5AP  
01691 648604

LLANRWST 
AMSER DA/BLAS AR FWYD
Amser Da Café Bar is the ideal place to relax 
and sample great coffee, home produced 
savoury foods and delightful desserts made 
in house. They offer an assortment of wines 
and spirits at Amser Da which can also be 
found across the road at Blas Ar Fwyd, their 
delicatessen, which houses a fantastic 
selection of deli produce, wine, cheese,  
meats and more. 
Heol yr Orsaf, Llanrwst LL26 0BT   
01492 641188 (Restaurant) 
01492 640215 (Blas ar Fwyd)  
criw@blasarfwyd.com  
www.blasarfwyd.com

MOELFRE 
ANN’S PANTRY
This family-run café in the picture-postcard 
village of Moelfre on Anglesey’s eastern 
shores is known for its quality produce and 
reliance on local produce. Fresh fish and 
shellfish are regulars on the menu, with crab 
and lobster supplied by a local company.  
The lamb and beef, too, are mostly Welsh in 
origin and of the finest quality. Neither do  
the fruit and vegetables have to travel far –  
in summer they’re often home grown.  
Open seven days a week during high season 
for lunch, afternoon tea and dinner – all 
delicious and good value. Check website for 
details of dinners. Bookings taken. 
Moelfre, Isle of Anglesey LL72 8HL 
01248 410386  
enquiries@annspantry.co.uk  
www.annspantry.co.uk

MONTGOMERY 
CASTLE KITCHEN
Located in a 16th century timber framed
building, this charming café, licensed 
restaurant and delicatessen offers a friendly 
welcome. Alice and her staff have built on its 
well earned reputation producing delicious, 
locally sourced food, freshly prepared on 
the premises. On fine days enjoy their pretty 
courtyard garden. The delicatessen is filled 
with treats for the kitchen and table, tasty 
cheeses, freshly baked cakes and artisan 
breads. Available for private dinner parties.
Castle Kitchen, Broad Street,  
Montgomery, Powys SY15 6PH 
01686 668795 
manager@castlekitchen.plus.com 
www.castlekitchen.org
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OXWICH BAY 
BEACH HOUSE
Beach House is located on the shores of 
Oxwich Bay. Lead by native Welshman Head 
Chef Hywel Griffith and Restaurant Manager 
Katherine Morgant, the team provide a quality 
dining offering with a magnificent backdrop 
across the South Gower coastline to the world 
famous Three Cliffs Bay, delivering something 
exceptional for the Gower. Beach House was 
named AA Restaurant of the Year for Wales  
in 2018 and were awarded a well-deserved 
Michelin Star in 2019. This is a must visit  
for any foodie. 
Oxwich Beach, Swansea SA3 1LS 
01792 390965 
reservations@beachhouseoxwich.co.uk 
www.beachhouseoxwich.co.uk 

PONTYPRIDD 
THE BUNCH OF GRAPES
A real find! The award-winning Bunch, set 
away from Pontypridd’s town centre, is a 
real pub with a real food experience. Enjoy 
modern British cooking with a twist – and an 
emphasis on local produce and sustainability. 
Everything is home-cooked, including the 
bread. Award-winning home-brewed Otley 
ales too – they’re multiple CAMRA champions. 
Combines the atmosphere of a traditional pub 
with a contemporary place to eat, welcoming 
diners and drinkers alike. 
Ynysangharad Road, Pontypridd CF37 4DA 
01443 402934 
info@bunchofgrapes.org.uk 
www.bunchofgrapes.org.uk

PWLLHELI  
WHITEHALL
Situated on the end of the high street in 
Pwllheli you will find Whitehall, a family 
owned and run Bar and Grill. Open for food 
all day every day from 11am onwards and 
Sunday lunch between 12–3pm, they use  
local produce wherever possible and have  
a variety of cask ales. It offers a friendly  
and cosy atmosphere and great value. 
Stryd y Moch, Pwllheli LL53 5RG 
01758 614091 
hefinatyddyncae@hotmail.com 
www.whitehallpwllheli.co.uk

little-places.co.uk

SAUNDERSFOOT 
COAST
Fabulous location, fabulous restaurant. 
The name – simple though it is – almost 
says it all. Coast is a new, purpose-built 
restaurant overlooking the sands at Coppet 
Hall near Saundersfoot. It’s dedicated to 
using, wherever possible, locally sourced 
Pembrokeshire ingredients prepared with 
skill, experience, creativity and ‘a good 
dollop of style’. It’s professional but informal, 
accomplished but relaxed. So sit back and 
enjoy fresh shellfish, lobster, sea bass or 
roast Welsh lamb. And the view, of course. 
Coppet Hall Beach, Saundersfoot, 
Pembrokeshire SA69 9AJ   
01834 810800
reservations@coastsaundersfoot.co.uk
www.coastsaundersfoot.co.uk
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A UNIQUE COLLECTION  
OF COUNTRY HOUSES,  
BOUTIQUE HOTELS,  
LUXURY SPAS AND  
HISTORIC INNS. 

A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF COSY 
COTTAGES, ROMANTIC BOLTHOLES 
AND EXCLUSIVE PRIVATE RENTALS 
FOR SELF-CATERING OR FULLY 
SERVICED GETAWAYS IN WALES.

              

01 Penmaenuchaf Hall, Dolgellau
02 Harbourmaster, Aberaeron
03 Restaurant James Sommerin, Penarth

01 The Windmill, Isle of Anglesey
02 Brig y Don, Gwbert
03 Fishguard Bay Resort, Fishguard

For a free copy of our brochure, 
go to our website   
rarebits.co.uk 
or call  +44 (0)1570 470785

For a free copy of our brochure, 
go to our website  
rarehideaways.co.uk  
or call  +44 (0)1570 470785

0101 0101

0202 0202

0303 0303

52  The Great Little Places Guide 2020

H19086 GLP 2020 FINAL A_W.indd   52H19086 GLP 2020 FINAL A_W.indd   52 23/01/2020   15:1223/01/2020   15:12



16–17 May
Royal Welsh Spring Festival, Builth Wells
‘The number-one event for smallholding, 
gardening and sustainable living’ celebrates 
rural life in a practical, enjoyable way – 
beekeeping and falconry, dog show and floral 
displays, farm animals and rare breeds, 
vintage machinery and farmers’ market, 
craft and garden stalls. 
01982 553683 
www.rwas.co.uk

16–25 May
Aberystwyth Cycle Festival
Watch some of Britain’s top cyclists and 
explore beautiful, peaceful Ceredigion  
on your own bike.
www.abercyclefest.com

21–31 May
Hay Festival
One of Wales’s most prestigious festivals, 
held – appropriately – in Hay-on-Wye, the 
borderland ‘town of books’. Bill Clinton 
famously dubbed it the ‘Woodstock of 
the Mind’. An event with a laid-back 
party atmosphere that’s serious, funny, 
entertaining – and always stimulating. 
Nowadays it’s not just about books.  
Its 900-plus events cover everything from  
music to comedy, science to current affairs. 
01497 822629 
www.hayfestival.com

7–10 May 
Talgarth Walking Festival
Talgarth makes the most of its great  
location between the Black Mountains  
and Brecon Beacons for a festival aimed  
at all ages and abilities.
www.talgarthwalkingfestival.org 

8–10 May
Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza
The elegant seaside resort returns to its 
roots, celebrating its Victorian heritage. 
Expect vintage costumes and cars, steam 
engines, curios, music, side shows – and,  
of course, a plethora of parasols.
www.victorian-extravaganza.com 

 
 

FESTIVALS
& EVENTS 
2020

ALL YEAR

Who said that Llanwrtyd Wells was a sleepy 
place? There’s always something going 
on at this former spa town, which has 
reinvented itself as Mid Wales’s events 
capital. The annual programme ranges from 
conventional (walking and folk festivals)  
to the downright strange and bizarre 
(including bog snorkelling, a man versus 
horse marathon, stone skimming 
championships and a real ale wobble on 
mountain bikes). They’re all great fun.
01591 610666 
www.green-events.co.uk

Here’s just a small taster of what’s 
happening in Wales in 2020. We only 
have space to include some of the bigger 
events. For the full picture on festivals, 
fairs and celebrations large and small ask 
at Tourist Information Centres or go to:
www.visitwales.co.uk 
www.whatsonwales.co.uk

little-places.co.uklittle-places.co.uk
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Festivals & Events

7–12 July
Llangollen International  
Musical Eisteddfod
It’s like ‘going to an international party’  
at this colourful gathering of musicians, 
singers and dancers from all over the world. 
This unique, open-hearted festival was  
first held to heal the wounds of war – and  
it’s still bringing nations together.
01978 862000 
www.international-eisteddfod.co.uk

Mid July 
Conwy River Festival
The quayside, estuary and bay at medieval 
Conwy burst into life for this week-long 
nautical festival that includes yacht racing, 
cruising and lots of jolly shore-based 
activities.
www.conwyriverfestival.org

20–23 July
Royal Welsh Show, Builth Wells
Britain’s most popular agricultural show isn’t 
just about cows and combine harvesters. 
With live music, stunt displays, crafts stalls, 
great food and a host of other attractions, 
this bustling jamboree is a winning mix of 
town and country.
01982 553683 
www.rwas.co.uk

24–26 July
The Big Cheese, Caerphilly
Funfair, falconry and fire-eating, living 
history, music and dance, all set around  
one of Europe’s biggest castles.
029 2088 0011 
www.caerphilly.gov.uk/bigcheese

1–8 August
National Eisteddfod of Wales,  
Tregaron
Wales’s most important cultural gathering 
and Europe’s biggest travelling festival this 
year comes to Mid Wales. The main pavilion 
is the focus of major competitions in song, 
poetry and dance, while the eisteddfod 
field buzzes with a variety of alternatives. 
Translation facilities available.
0845 4090 800 (ticket line) 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk

25–30 May
Urdd National Eisteddfod, Denbighshire  
Europe’s largest youth arts festival,  
attracting over 14,000 competitors  
and 100,000 visitors, celebrates talent  
in dance, song, drama and science. 
Translation facilities available.
0845 257 1613 (enquiries) 
0845 257 1639 (tickets) 
www.urdd.org

June–August 
Cardiff Festival
Cardiff’s summer party is the UK’s largest 
free outdoor festival. Dozens of spectacular 
events including street theatre, live music, 
children’s entertainment, comedy, drama  
and funfairs, as well as the Cardiff 
International Food and Drink Festival  
and Cardiff Harbour Festival. 
www.visitcardiff.com/events 

19–28 June 
Gregynog Festival, near Newtown
Held in the splendid location of Gregynog 
Hall, it’s the oldest classical music festival in 
Wales. Curated annually on a theme drawn 
from its unique heritage, the 2020 festival 
theme will be launched soon, keep an eye  
out on their website for the latest details.
01686 207100
www.gregynogfestival.org

4–5 July
Wales National Airshow, Swansea Bay
Enjoy aerobatic displays, state-of-the-art 
aircraft and vintage planes from the past 
including the Red Arrows, a Eurofighter 
Typhoon, Chinook helicopters and aircraft 
from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. 
Ground-based entertainment includes  
tanks, military support vehicles and an 
assault course.
01792 637300 
www.walesnationalairshow.com 

4–5 July
The Celebrity Cup at Golf Live,  
Celtic Manor Resort, Newport
Watch celebrities representing England, 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales battle it out, 
while Golf Live offers interactive theatres, 
displays and golf equipment exhibitors.
www.celtic-manor.com/the-celebrity-cup
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7–9 August
Brecon Jazz
The stars of the jazz world descend on the 
handsome country town of Brecon each year, 
attracting big audiences. Jazz in all its forms, 
from modern to traditional, big band to  
solo performance. 
www.breconjazz.com

18–20 August
Pembrokeshire County Show, Haverfordwest
The biggest of the many county shows 
held throughout Wales during the summer 
months. It’s a wide-ranging gathering, 
embracing farming and food, shopping  
and family entertainment.
01437 764331 
www.pembsshow.org

20–23 August
Green Man Festival, Crickhowell
The festival that gets better each year. 
‘Arguably the definitive boutique festival,’ 
says The Guardian, which praises its  
‘hill-circled setting, polite crowd and  
winning mix of indie and folk.’
www.greenman.net

6 September
Ironman Wales
Swim, bike, run in Ironman Wales.  
With glorious beaches and a warm 
atmosphere, the Pembrokeshire town  
of Tenby is the home to the annual  
Ironman Wales event.
www.ironman.com/im-wales

29 October – 1 November
Wales Rally GB
Britain’s most popular international 
motorsport event. Watch the world’s best 
drivers competing on the world’s best stages 
– the twisty, loose-surfaced high-speed 
tracks in the forests of North and Mid Wales. 
www.walesrallygb.com

Mid–November onwards
Cardiff Winter Wonderland/Swansea 
Waterfront Winterland
Ice skating and rides, mulled wine and 
roasted chestnuts... feelgood festivities in 
Cardiff and Swansea’s Christmas villages.
www.cardiffswinterwonderland.com 
www.swanseachristmas.com

December
Meet Santa Claus on weekend rides on 
Wales’s narrow-gauge ‘Great Little Trains’.
www.greatlittletrainsofwales.co.uk

31 December
Nos Galan Road Races, Mountain Ash
A quirky annual fixture in the Valleys of 
South Wales – a New Year’s Eve road race 
to commemorate the feats of the legendary 
18th-century local runner Guto Nyth Brân. 
Races for all abilities, street entertainment,  
a funfair and fireworks.
01443 4424123 
www.nosgalan.co.uk

Hay Festival

Green Man Festival

Cardiff Winter Wonderland
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01 Afon Rhaiadr Dolgellau 5
02 Escape Llandudno 9
03 Ffynnon Townhouse Dolgellau 6
04 Fron Haul Aberdyfi 5
05 Llety Brynawel Aberdyfi 4
06 Mulberry Inn Llangollen 18
07 The Outbuildings Isle of Anglesey 5
08 Manorhaus Llangollen 9
09 Manorhaus Ruthin 8
10 Penmachno Hall Betws-y-Coed 3
11 Plas Dinas Caernarfon 10
12 Plas Tan-yr-Allt Country House Porthmadog 3
13 Taldraeth Penrhyndeudraeth 2
14 Tal-y-Bryn Denbigh 4
15 Tan-yr-Onnen St Asaph 6
16 Tŷ Bae Isle of Anglesey 3
17 Castle Aberaeron 8
18 Castle Bishops Castle 13
19 The Harp at Old Radnor Near Presteigne 5
20 Lasswade Country House Llanwrtyd Wells 7
21 Soulton Hall Near Shrewsbury 8
22 The Lion Leintwardine 8
23 Penbontbren Cardigan Bay 6
24 The Royston Llanbrynmair 7
25 Allt y Golau Uchaf Carmarthen 3
26 Bethsaida B&B St Dogmaels 5
27 Blas Gŵyr Gower 4
28 Fields Lodge Milford Haven 4
29 Elm Grove Tenby 11
30 Garn Isaf Near St Davids 4
31 Y Garth Newport 3
32 Gellihaf House Blackwood 3
33 Globe House Angle 8
34 The Greyhound Inn Near Usk 10
35 Lincoln House Hotel Cardiff 21
36 Manor Town House Fishguard 6
37 Mansion House Llansteffan Carmarthen 8
38 Newbridge on Usk Usk 6
39 The Old Vicarage Moylegrove 5
40 Pontyclerc Farmhouse Ammanford 4
41 St Lawrence Tenby 5
42 Priskilly Forest Near Fishguard 4
43 Stackpole Inn Pembroke 4
44 The Waun Wyllt Inn Llanelli 5

ACCOMMODATION  
FEATURES 
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A unique collection of 44 small, personally  
run places to stay throughout Wales.
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THE GREAT LITTLE PLACES GUIDE
Tyglyn Aeron, Lampeter,  
Ceredigion SA48 8DD, Wales, UK

Tel + 44 (0)1570 470785  
Email info@little-places.co.uk  
Website little-places.co.uk
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